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Charles BuChta ’63
sprints/Middle distanCe

 Charles Buchta is one of the greatest runners ever at Holy Cross, excelling in races from 60-yards to the mile. More of a team man than an 
individual star, Buchta anchored the winning Holy Cross two-mile relay teams in the Boston Knights of Columbus Games, the Millrose Games, the 
New York AC meet, the Queens-Iona Relays and the National AAU Indoor Championship. Buchta also won the New England AAU 1,000. He ran a 
9.8 100 at Holy Cross, a 21.4 220, a 47.5 440, a 4:15 mile and is one of only two Crusaders to break 1:50 in the 880, having run a 1:49.8. The year 
after he graduated, Buchta won the BAA Lapham 1,000, clocking a time of 2:08.7 - 1,000 in the New York Knights of Columbus Meet, which at 
the moment was the third fastest time in the world. He also won the 600 in both the National AAU Championships and the New York Metropolitan 
Championships. He was a semifinalist in the 800-meters in the 1964 Olympics trials. 
 “I chose Holy Cross because it was Catholic and Jesuit, but most of all because of my high school coach, Murt Lawrence, a Holy Cross alum 
and track guy himself. I had enormous respect for him as an individual and as a coach. He did not point me there directly, but I wanted to be like 

him in all the aspects of life that truly matter. Holy Cross was not a track “name” school. I had never even seen the campus. But I have never regretted making that choice. It was 
meant to be……part of my life plan.
 “Holy Cross, then and today, is a large, caring family which shares a common value base. My classmates are my friends in the truest sense of the term. My track teammates are 
among my closest friends with whom I shared the joy and pain of winning and losing, the companionship and challenges of training, and the retelling and embellishing of old races 
in which, with each passing year, our times/splits get better, our margin of victory greater and our bonds ever stronger.
 “Recently, while I was cleaning out some of my archives of ‘stuff’ that I had squirreled away over the years, I came across some letters I had received while in Vietnam from some 
members of the Holy Cross track team. These short notes were meant to cheer me up and let me know I had their support. They worked. Most of the guys I did not know, nor had I 
ever met even to this day. In re-reading them I knew why I had not previously thrown them out, why I still keep them, and what Holy Cross and the track team meant to me, and still 
means today. Holy Cross and track hold a special place in my heart and always will. It is why I work so hard for the college. It produces a product that the world needs and, therefore, 
deserves my continued involvement.”

andy Kelly ’17
sprints
 Widely regarded as one of the greatest Holy Cross track and field athletes of all time, Andy Kelly is sometimes forgotten in the annals of Crusader 
history. 
 Kelly attended Holy Cross from 1914-1917 and was a member of the track and field teams, serving as captain during the 1916-1917 season. 
During his distinguished collegiate career, he demonstrated his world-class speed at various distances ranging from 60-to-300 yards as well as being 
an integral part of many relay team victories. This all occurred at a time when races were timed in fifths of a second and outdoor races were run on 
cinder tracks. Still to this day, Kelly holds the Holy Cross record for the 300-yard dash indoors with a time of 31.4 seconds. 
 Unfortunately for Kelly and the rest of the world, the 1916 Berlin Olympics were canceled due to World War I. If it was not for the war, he 
would have been considered as a serious contender for medals in both the 100 and 220-yard dashes. 
 On January 21, 1956 his athletic accomplishments were recognized with his induction into the Holy Cross Athletic Hall of Fame. This was the 
initial class inducted into the Hall. Kelly was joined by Louis Sockalexis `97, John Barry `10, William Turnesa `38, William Osmanski `39, and 

Robert Cousy `50.
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