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 Bill Gibbons is entering 

his 28th season at the helm 

of the Holy Cross women’s 

basketball program in 2012-

2013, and his 32nd season 

as part of the Holy Cross 

athletic department. He is 

the winningest coach in 

the history of the program, 

leading the Crusaders to an 

overall mark of 515-301 in 

his first 27 years. On Dec. 

3, 2011, Gibbons earned his 500th victory as Holy Cross’ 

head coach, becoming the 24th active Division I coach to 

reach 500 wins.

 Two years ago, Gibbons received the prestigious Paul N. 

Johnson Award, given to a member of the Worcester commu-

nity who has greatly contributed to Worcester area basketball. 

He has led the Crusaders to nine Patriot League champion-

ships in the last 18 years, and the team has made 13 post-

season appearances (11 NCAA Tournaments, one WNIT and 

one WBI) in his 27 years as head coach. With sixteen 20-win 

seasons under his belt, Gibbons has cemented the women’s 

basketball program as one of the best in the East.

 The sixth coach of the women’s program at Holy Cross, 

Gibbons has enjoyed the longest tenure in the position. He is 

the winningest coach in Holy Cross basketball history, hav-

ing surpassed George Blaney (357 wins as head coach of the 

Holy Cross men’s basketball program), who hired him to be 

an assistant men’s coach in 1981. Now with more than 500 

wins under his belt, Gibbons is the second-winningest coach 

in Holy Cross athletics history, behind only legendary base-

ball coach Jack Barry (616 wins from 1921-1960).

 In 2007, Gibbons was named an assistant women’s bas-

ketball coach for Team USA, which competed at the Pan 

American Games in Rio de Janeiro, Brazil. During the five-

day basketball tournament made up of eight international 

teams, Gibbons helped Team USA take home the gold medal, 

winning the championship game on July 24.

 In 2006, Gibbons was named as a Russell Athletic / 

WBCA Victory Club Award recipient. The Russell Athletic 

/ WBCA Victory Club Award is presented to each WBCA 

member head coach who achieves career wins of 200, 300, 

400 and 500. Gibbons made his way onto the prestigious list 

with a 70-53 win over Army on January 12, 2005. Entering 

the 2012-2013 season, Gibbons ranks in the top 25 on the list 

of winningest active Division I coaches.

 In 2003, he was inducted into the New England College 

Basketball Hall of Fame in Kingston, R.I. A six-time Patriot 

League Coach of the Year, Gibbons has maintained the win-

ning tradition of the women’s basketball program throughout 

his tenure. His teams compete against outstanding competition 

from around the country every year, allowing the program to 

attract outstanding student-athletes from across the nation.

 One of the premiere teams on campus, the Crusader 

women’s basketball team has drawn record crowds at the 

Hart Center, including the 4,000 fans who attended the con-

test against Connecticut in January of 2000, the first sellout at 

the Hart Center for women’s basketball. The Crusaders also 

drew more than 3,000 fans to the Hart Center when they com-

peted against national runner-up Duke in 2006.

 An integral part of Gibbons’ collegiate coaching phi-

losophy is the success of each student-athlete in the class-

room. Impressively, each student-athlete who has played for 

four seasons under Gibbons’ direction has earned her degree. 

Since the NCAA began compiling Graduation Success Rates 

in 2005, Holy Cross is one of only a handful of programs 

from around the nation to post a perfect 100 percent gradua-

tion rate every year.

 During Gibbons’ 27-year reign, three players have earned 

Patriot League Female Scholar Athlete of the Year honors 

(Kathy Courtney, Ann Lambiotte and Amy O’Brien), and 

five players have earned Patriot League women’s basket-

ball Scholar-Athlete of the Year honors (Lisa Andrews, 

Courtney, Brittany Keil, Lambiotte and O’Brien, twice). In 

addition, Gibbons has coached 10 CoSIDA Academic All-

District players, three of whom were also named CoSIDA 

Academic All-Americans. Recently, Whitney Fremeau 

was named to the inaugural Patriot League All-Academic 

team in 2011, while Amy Lepley was named to the team in 

2012 season.

 Gibbons and his wife, Lisa, make their home in Worces-

ter. They have two sons, William Robert and Robert Charles.
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 Holy Cross is a highly selective, four-year college of ap-
proximately 2,800 students. One of the nation’s leading liberal 
arts institutions, Holy Cross offers an academically rigorous, 
personalized education in the Jesuit tradition.
 Exclusively devoted to teaching undergraduates, Holy 
Cross promotes close ties between students and faculty. In this 
active, friendly campus community, individual interests — from 
athletics to the arts, from campus ministry to student govern-
ment — are pursued with intensity and passion. Graduates go on 
to prominent academic and professional programs and pursue 
their individual talents in many careers and service activities.
 Holy Cross is located in Worcester, Mass., a centrally-lo-
cated New England city of 175,000. The 174-acre hillside cam-
pus provides inspiring views, an inviting mix of historic and 
contemporary buildings, beautiful landscaping, and first-rate 
facilities. With a tradition of academic excellence that dates to 
its founding in 1843, Holy Cross is the oldest Catholic college in 
New England and has grown increasingly diverse in the last de-
cade. Holy Cross graduates become members of a loyal alumni 
family; equipped with the resources and perspective to respond 
as thoughtful leaders in business, professional and civic life.









 Worcester, the economic and social center of central Massachusetts, is New England’s 
third-largest city with a population of 175,500. Holy Cross is one of the area’s 13 colleges 
and universities, which together make an enormous impact on the area’s culture and economy. 
Boston, Springfield, Hartford and Providence are all about a one-hour drive. New York City 
is about three hours away; Cape Cod and the Atlantic Ocean are less than two hours from 
Worcester; and the mountains of Vermont and New Hampshire can be reached in about three 
hours. Skiing is available at nearby Wachusett Mountain, and water sports enthusiasts can en-
joy the hundreds of rivers and lakes in the area, including Lake Quinsigamond. 
 Worcester is home to the DCU Center, a 13,000-seat arena that features big-name rock 
bands; Mechanics Hall, a world renowned venue for opera, jazz, blues and classical concerts; 
and the Worcester Art Museum, internationally known as one of the finest small museums in 
the United States.
  Worcester has world-class dining, ethnic restaurants, diners, coffee houses, bookstores, 
shopping, parks and recreation — all within easy reach of campus.



DAVID P. ANDERSON ’51, Sports columnist, The New York Times; winner of a Pulitzer Prize in 1981

KAREN BALDWIN ’85, Partner & senior executive vice president of Creative Affairs, Baldwin Entertainment Group

MARY G. BERNER ’81, Former president and chief executive officer, Reader’s Digest Association

HON. TIMOTHY H. BISHOP ’72, Member of the U.S. House of Representatives, Democrat from New York

LEIGH ANNE BRODSKY ’80, President, Nickelodeon and Viacom Consumer Products

HON. ROBERT CASEY ’82, Member of the U.S. Senate, Democrat from Pennsylvania

JOSEPH A. CALIFANO ’52, Founder and chairman, The National Center on Addiction & Substance Abuse

MATT CHMURA ’03, Director of communications, Boston Bruins

RABBI NORMAN M. COHEN ’72, Rabbi, Bet Shalom Congregation, Minnetonka, Minn.

BILLY COLLINS ’63, Former Poet Laureate, consultant in poetry to the Library of Congress (2001-2003)

JIM COLLINS ’87, Biomedical engineer, co-director of the Center for Biodynamics at Boston University

ROBERT J. COUSY ’50, Basketball legend and NBA Hall of Famer

MICHAEL DANIELS ’76, Senior vice president and group executive, IBM Global Technology Services

ANN DOWD ’78, Actress on TV, film and stage

ANTHONY S. FAUCI, M.D. ’62, Director, National Institute of Allergy and Infectious Diseases

JON FAVREAU ’03, Chief speechwriter for President Barack Obama

ANNE SCHIFFMAN FINK ’85, Senior vice president, PepsiCo Sales

STANLEY E. GRAYSON ’72, Vice chairman and chief operating officer, M.R. Beal and Company, New York

JULIE A. HALPIN ’84, Founder & CEO, Geppetto Group, advertising company specializing in products for children

THOMAS W. HEINSOHN ’56, Former Boston Celtics player and coach; NBA Hall of Famer

JOHN H. “JACK” HIGGINS ’76, Editorial cartoonist for the Chicago Sun-Times; winner of a Pulitzer Prize in 1989

MARK G. HOLOWESKO ’82, Chief executive officer and president, Templeton Capital Advisors, Inc.

PETER JANKOWSKI ’86, Producer for Law & Order, president of Wolf Films

EDWARD P. JONES ’72, 2004 Pulitzer Prize-winning author of The Known World

CAPT. THOMAS G. KELLEY, USN (RET.) ’60, Recipient of the Congressional Medal of Honor 



CAPT. JOSEPH P. KERWIN, M.D. USN (RET) ’53, First medical doctor in space

PAUL O. LECLERC ’63, Former president and chief executive officer, New York Public Library

EDWARD J. LUDWIG ’73, Chairman of the board and chief executive officer, Becton, Dickinson and Company

BURKE MAGNUS ’88, Senior vice president for college sports programming, ESPN

CHRISTOPHER J. MATTHEWS ’67, Host of NBC’s “The Chris Matthews Show” and MSNBC’s “Hardball”

WILLIAM J. MCDONOUGH ’56, Retired president of the New York Federal Reserve

HON. JAMES P. MORAN JR. ’67, Member of the U.S. House of Representatives, Democrat from Virginia 

JOSEPH E. MURRAY, M.D. ’40, Nobel laureate 1990 for the first successful kidney transplant 

KEVIN O’CONNOR ’90, Host of This Old House and Ask This Old House on PBS

JOYCE A. O’SHAUGHNESSY, M.D. ’78, Leading breast cancer researcher and practitioner at Texas Oncology

JAMES DAVID POWER III ’53, Chairman and CEO, J.D. Power & Associates

CAROLYN RISOLI ’86, President, Marc by Marc Jacobs

MARY PAT RYAN ’78, Former executive vice president of marketing, Sirius Satellite Radio

BERNADETTE SEMPLE ’82, U.S. Navy Commander

DANIEL E. SHAUGHNESSY ’75, Sports columnist, The Boston Globe; author of The Curse of the Bambino

BART SHER ’81, 2008 Tony Award winner as director of South Pacific

JOE SHORTSLEEVE ’79, Chief correspondent for WBZ-TV News in Boston

WILLIAM J. “BILL” SIMMONS III ’92, Columnist for Espn.com’s “Page 2” and ESPN The Magazine

HON. CLARENCE THOMAS ’71, Associate Justice, U.S. Supreme Court

AMB. HARRY K. THOMAS JR. ’78, U.S. Ambassador to the Phillipines

LT. GEN. BERNARD TRAINOR, USMC (RET.) ’51, Senior fellow for National Security Studies

THEODORE V. WELLS JR. ’72, Partner and co-chair of Litigation, Paul, Weiss, Rifkind, Wharton & Garrison

HON. PETER WELCH ’69, Member of U.S. House of Representatives, Democrat from Vermont

MARY AGNES “MAGGIE” WILDEROTTER ’77, President and CEO, Frontier Communications 

ROBERT C. WRIGHT ’65, Co-Founder, Autism Speaks and retired vice chairman of the board, General Electric


