
 

 

 

 

 

Location 

Northern Ireland is a small sized country that is part of the United Kingdom. It is located in the North East of the 
island of Ireland and shares a border to the south and west with the Republic of Ireland. Flight times from the US 
vary as unfortunately there are currently no direct flight routes between the US and Northern Ireland. The 
general procedure is to fly into Dublin and take a two hour bus transfer up to Belfast, or fly to mainland England 
and then fly directly into Belfast. 

Time Difference 

The time difference between Northern Ireland and the United States is +5 hours EST, +6 hours CST, +7 MST and 
+8 hours PST. The US change their clocks a week before the UK in the spring which means the time difference will 
be an hour shorter during that period. 

Climate 

Northern Ireland traditionally has a temperate maritime climate but the weather can be rather unpredictable 
throughout the year, we occasionally have all four seasons in one day! The months of November and December 

are cool with an average temperature of around 6° and rain is common so be sure to pack and dress 
accordingly with some warm and waterproof layers.  

General Information and Finances 
 
Currency: Northern Ireland uses the £ sterling which is the same currency used in England, Scotland and Wales. 
Different from the Euro which is used across the border in the Republic of Ireland.  
 
Passport and Visas: US citizens will require a valid passport, that will remain valid during your stay, with one 
blank page. No visas are required when staying for less then 90 days. 
 
Please note that it is your responsibility to check the latest Passport and Visa information before travelling. For 
further, and up to date details, please visit https://travel.state.gov/content/passports/en/country/united-
kingdom.html 
 
Credit/Debit Cards: MasterCard, American Express, and Visa are widely accepted in banks, hotels and most 
shops and restaurants. Most hotels have exchange facilities for guests.       
Automatic teller machines (ATM's) are widely available and operate 24 hours a day. 
 
Shopping hours: Belfast is blessed with having a wonderful mix of high street stores, family run shops, designer 
boutiques, markets and two large shopping centres all within minutes of each other! Victoria Square is one of the 
largest shopping centres in Ireland and the pinnacle of shopping in Belfast. General shop opening hours are 
9am-6pm Monday to Saturday, 9am-9pm Thursday, 9am-6pm Friday/Saturday and 1pm-6pm Sunday. 
 
Tipping:  In restaurants customers generally tip around 10% of the bill depending on the standard of service 
provided. 

General Information and FAQ for travelling 
to Belfast 

   



Water:  In Belfast tap water is purified and safe to drink. 
 
Weights and measures:  Metric system. "1,6093 kilometres = 1 mile" 
 
Voltage: In Northern Ireland the standard electricity supply is 240 volts and the sockets used are type G. You 
will need a travel adaptor for any US appliances which generally use type A and B. 
 
Communications: Country code is +44 followed by an area code (minus the  
first 0) and number. 
 
*Public phones are either coin or card operated. 

Frequently Asked Questions 

How do we get around Belfast? – Belfast is a fairly small city and it’s very easy to get around with public 
transport, taxis and even walking. Translink is Northern Irelands integrated bus and rail public transport company 
which run regular trains and buses from many different stops and stations. A one, two or three day visitors pass 
can be picked up from airports and main train/bus stations which will give you unlimited access to bus and train 
services. Taxis can easily be phoned for immediate pick up and pre-booked from several reputable companys, 
we would recommend using Value Cabs (02890809080) or FonaCAB (02890333333).  

Is Northern Ireland safe? – Northern Ireland has come a long way from the civil unrest experienced in the past. 
Northern Ireland now has the second lowest crime rate in Europe so is in fact a very safe place. As with all travel 
take the usual precautions and leave money and valuables in a safe place. 

What happens if I require medical attention? - There are public and private hospitals within Belfast that can 
offer excellent care in the case of an accident or emergency. Please remember to take out comprehensive travel 
and medical insurance before you travel to ensure you receive the best care possible. 
 
How far is Belfast City Centre from the airports? – Northern Ireland has two main airports, Belfast International 
Airport and George Best Belfast City Airport. The Belfast City Airport is just two miles outside the city centre 
which can be reached in less than 15 minutes by the metro bus that runs every 20/30 minutes. NIR trains also 
serve the city airport at Sydenham train station twice an hour. The Belfast International Airport is about 18 miles 
from the city centre but is regularly serviced up to every 30 minutes by the airport bus which will get you to the 
city centre in around 45 minutes. Taxis are also readily available from both airports but will be more expensive 
then public transport. If arriving into Dublin Airport there are regular buses to Belfast City Centre they take just 
over 2 hours. Private coach transfers may already be organized for you and your group. 
 
How do we get to the SSE Arena for the Basketball? –  
 
The SSE Arena is located on the banks of the River Lagan within walking distance of the city centre. It is easily 
accessible via bus, train or taxi as well. Titanic Quarter station is just a short walk from the Arena with trains 
running once an hour in the evenings up until around 10.45pm. Buses also service the arena regularly stopping 
right outside the venue. A taxi to and from the venue will still be relatively inexpensive and quicker, but we 
would recommend booking in advance due to high demand. 
 
 
 
 
 
 


