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1980-1981
The women’s basketball program, which record-
ed a 37-60 mark in six seasons at the Division 
III level, is elevated to Division II status. Former 
Holy Cross great Togo Palazzi begins his five-
year coaching stint at the college.

January 15, 1981: Phyllis Townsend leads the 
team with 27 points as Holy Cross defeats Mas-
sachusetts-Boston 75-44. With the victory, the 
Crusaders begin a 15-game winning streak, the 
longest in the program’s history. 

1981-1982
Holy Cross wins the MAIAW Class A state cham-
pionship with a 67-49 win over Boston College 
at Worcester Polytechnic Institute on February 
27, 1982. Sherry Levin scores 37 points in the 
victory. 

1983-1984
Holy Cross reaches the tournament finals in its 
first year as a member of the MAAC. The Crusad-
ers lose in the finals, 80-69, to St. Peter’s at the 
Meadowlands Arena. Holy Cross’ all-time leading 
scorer, Sherry Levin, closes out her career with 
2,253 career points.

1984-1985
Holy Cross edges St. Peter’s, 62-60, in the finals, 
winning the MAAC Tournament at Fairfield on 
March 3, 1985. Janet Hourihan is named MVP, 
and Cheryl Aaron and Jennifer Apicella are se-
lected to the All-Tournament team.

1985-1986
Bill Gibbons becomes the Crusaders’ fifth head 
coach in program history. 

December 21, 1985: Five Crusaders score in 
double figures as Holy Cross defeats Colorado, 
83-76, at the Virginia Tech Tournament. Cheryl 
Aaron leads the way with 22 points. 

1986-1987
Holy Cross reaches the MAAC Tournament 
championship game for the third time in four 
years, losing to Manhattan, 79-64. Tracy Quinn 
and Cheryl Aaron are named to the All-Tourna-
ment team. 

1987-1988
In the first-round of the MAAC Tournament on 
March 7, 1988, Holy Cross records its 200th 
win as the Crusaders defeat Iona, 107-72. Holy 
Cross also sets a new conference record for the 
most points scored in a post-season tournament 
game.

1988-1989
Holy Cross captures the MAAC Tournament ti-
tle with a thrilling 82-81 victory over La Salle in 
the championship game on March 11, 1989. Kris 
Shields nails the game-winning free throw with 
one second left to play in the game. 

1989-1990
Bill Gibbons records his 100th career win as Holy 
Cross defeats Fordham 89-81 on February 27, 
1990. Gibbons becomes the second coach in the 
program’s history to record 100 wins. 

1990-1991
Before a crowd of more than 2,000 at the Hart 
Center, the Crusaders defeat third-ranked Rut-
gers 78-67 on January 19, 1991. It marked the 
first-time that a Holy Cross women’s game was 
ever televised. 

March 13, 1991: Mary Helen Walker and Kris 
Shields lead Holy Cross to an 81-74 victory over 
nationally-ranked Maryland in the first-round of 
the NCAA Tournament at the Hart Center.

1992-1993
Holy Cross clinches the regular-season Patriot 
League title with a 76-61 win at Navy on Feb-
ruary 20, 1993. The win is the program’s 300th 
victory.

March 8, 1993: Spurred by the outstanding play 
of seniors Beth Godfrey, Norinne Powers, Carrie 
Ramenofsky and Meghan Sullivan, Holy Cross 
earns its third Patriot League championship 
crown with an 82-63 victory over Fordham at the 
Hart Center.

1993-1994
Kathy Courtney becomes the first player (male 
or female) to record a triple-double in the Patriot 
League Tournament (16 points, 14 rebounds, 11 
blocks), as Holy Cross defeats Navy 83-79 in the 
semifinals.

1994-1995
Head coach Bill Gibbons records the 200th win 
of his career as Holy Cross defeats Bucknell 62-
39 in the Patriot League semifinals on March 5, 
1995.

1995-1996
Holy Cross wins its fourth Patriot League title 
with a 77-50 victory over Colgate on March 7, 
1996. Led by co-captains Lauren Maney and 
Kim Lynch, the Crusaders become the first Holy 
Cross team to make back-to-back NCAA Tour-
nament appearances since the Bob Cousy-led 
1947-1948 men’s team.

1996-1997
The 1996-1997 squad captures a league-leading 
fourth Patriot League regular season title with a 
12-0 mark in conference play.

1997-1998
The 1997-1998 squad captures its fifth Patriot 
League championship, earning its sixth NCAA 
Tournament berth. 

November 29, 1997: Bill Gibbons collects the 
250th win of his career with a 74-61 victory over 
Mount St. Mary’s.

1998-1999
Holy Cross loses just one league game and 
sweeps through the Patriot League Tournament 
to earn its seventh NCAA Tournament bid. Amy 
O’Brien earns Patriot League Player of the Year 
honors for the second time. 

1999-2000
Holy Cross wins its seventh Patriot League title, 
and senior guard Anna Kinne becomes the first 
Crusader — male or female — to record 1,000 
points and 500 assists in a career.

2000-2001
The women’s basketball program becomes the 
first team in school history to make four-consec-
utive trips to the NCAA Tournament. 

Senior forward Monika Rothemich made 22-con-
secutive field goals (six shy of the NCAA record) 
over a three-game span, including a Patriot 
League record 10-for-10 against Lafayette on 
Jan. 24.

2001-2002
Holy Cross captures its sixth-consecutive Patri-
ot League regular season title and earns its first 
ever WNIT berth, reaching the postseason play 
for the fifth year in a row.

2002-2003
Holy Cross returns to the NCAA Tournament in 
2003 after winning its seventh-straight regular 
season title and ninth Patriot League Tournament 
championship.

November 29, 2002: Head coach Bill Gibbons 
earns his 358th career victory and surpasses for-
mer men’s coach George Blaney to become the 
winningest head coach in Holy Cross basketball 
history (by number of wins).

2004-2005
Holy Cross makes its 11th NCAA Tournament 
appearance after winning its 10th Patriot League 
Tournament title with a 79-70 win over Colgate 
on March 9, 2005. 

The Crusaders, who went 12-2 in league 
play during the regular season, also cap-
tured their 11th regular season conference 
title in the 15-year history of the league. 

January 12, 2005: Head coach Bill Gibbons 
earns the 400th win of his career with a 70-53 
victory over Army at the Hart Center.

2005-2006
Holy Cross appears in the Patriot League champi-
onship game for the 13th time in program history. 

February 25, 2005: Head coach Bill Gibbons 
earns his 175th Patriot League win at Holy Cross 
with a 72-65 victory over Lehigh at the Hart Cen-
ter.
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2006-2007
The Crusaders captured the Patriot League Tour-
nament title for the 11th time in school history, 
defeating American 56-48 at the Hart Center in 
the championship game.

2007-2008
Holy Cross appeared in the Patriot League 
championship game for the 15th time in program 
history.

January 6, 2008: Head coach Bill Gibbons earns 
the 450th win of his career with 66-59 victory at 
Yale.

2008-2009
Two juniors, Briana McFadden and Bethany 
O’Dell  became members of the 1,000-point club. 
They were just the eighth and ninth juniors in pro-
gram history to reach the feat. 

2009-2010
Holy Cross tops Army in the Patriot League 
quarterfinals as the No. 5 seed, before falling in 
the semifinal round. Amy Lepley earned Patriot 
League All-Rookie honors, while Whitney Fre-
meau and Briana McFadden are named to the 
second team.  

2010-2011
Whitney Fremeau became the 27th women’s 
basketball player to score 1,000 career points, 
moving past the mark against Army on Feb. 9 
with 17 points. Fremeau also was named a first 
team All-Patriot League selection and to the inau-
gural All-Academic squad.

Alex Smith earns Patriot League All-Rookie team 
honors and set a new single-season record for 
three-point shots attempted (218).

2011-2012
The Crusaders made it to the Patriot League 
championship game, before falling to Navy 57-
48. They had knocked off American in the semifi-
nals, after the Eagles had posted a 14-0 confer-
ence record during the regular season. 

Holy Cross then lost in the second round of the 
Women’s Basketball Invitational to Manhattan 
(78-63), after defeating New Hampshire (63-59) 
for its first postseason win since 1991.  

Alex Smith earned first team Patriot League hon-
ors, while Amy Lepley made second team. Emily 
Parker received Patriot League All-Rookie acco-
lades.

December 3, 2011: Head coach Bill Gibbons 
earns his 500th win of his career with a 61-50 win 
over New Hampshire

2012-2013
Holy Cross senior Amy Lepley became the 28th 
women’s basketball player to record 1,000 career 
points Jan. 6 at Fordham. She was also named 
second team All-Patriot League.

Junior Alex Smith became the 29th women’s 
basketball player and the 11th junior to eclipse 
the 1,000 career points milestone on Jan. 19 at 
American. Smith was named first team All-Patri-
ot League and also to the Academic All-Patriot 
League team.

2013-2014
The Crusaders earned 20 wins during the cam-
paign for the first time since the 2004-2005 sea-
son.  

Senior Alex Smith set the Patriot League and 
Holy Cross all-time three-pointers made record 
with 349 in her career. Sophomore Raquel Scott 
earned second team All-Patriot League acco-
lades. 

On Feb. 19, senior Brisje Malone became the 
30th player in program history to score 1,000 ca-
reer points. 

2014-2015
Junior Raquel Scott became the 12th Crusader 
to cross the 1,000-point milestone at Colgate 
on Feb. 4. She was named first team All-Patriot 
League and to the Academic All-Patriot League 
team. 

Junior Lisa Mifsud was selected to the All-Patriot 
League third team, while freshman Katie Doherty 
earned All-Rookie accolades. 
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