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To Our Readers
Dear Friends of Crusader Athletics,

It’s hard to believe that another season has passed and we are already 
looking forward to the 2008-2009 school year. In an effort to further 
connect with our alumni, this past year we held receptions around 
athletic contests in New York, Philadelphia, Washington, D.C., San 
Francisco and Seattle, to name a few places. I hope you have been able 
to stay in touch with the Crusaders from wherever you live. 

As usual, it has been a busy year on The Hill. We welcomed new 
head coaches in Field Hockey, Baseball, Softball and Volleyball. On 
the court this winter, our Women’s Basketball team continued its tradition of excellence 
by appearing in its fourth consecutive Patriot League championship game. The Women’s 
Ice Hockey team won 16 games, the highest tally in its nine-year existence. The Baseball 
team also had a banner year. They qualified for the playoffs for the first time in seven years 
and won 20 games for the first time since 1980. I’d like to thank everyone who attended 
our home and away athletic contests, participated in alumni games and team reunions 
on campus, and followed our teams’ progress online through our Web site and e-mail 
communications.

Our student-athletes once again performed well in the classroom. In April the NCAA 
honored 712 Division I sports teams with public recognition awards for their latest multi-
year Academic Progress Rate (APR) scores. These teams posted multi-year APR scores 
in the top 10 percent of all squads in their respective sports. Fifteen of our teams were 
so honored, which placed us tied for eighth out of more than 330 Division I institutions! 
This is even more impressive considering that some of the schools ahead of us sponsor 
considerably more sports. We are very proud of the accomplishments of our young men 
and women.

Pictured on the cover of this issue are several student-athletes from our Lacrosse teams. 
These programs have continued to improve over the past few years and we look forward to 
a bright future for both teams. Also inside this issue are three unique stories of outstanding 
Crusaders who are excelling in their respective sports. I hope you enjoy reading about each 
of them. 

The Crusader Athletics Fund is about to conclude its second year. We had a solid first 
year and are hoping to raise the bar even higher this year. The money raised from annual 
athletics fundraising has helped fund full-time assistant coaches in Men’s Soccer and 
Women’s Lacrosse, significantly increased the Football recruiting budget and equipment 
budget for Men’s and Women’s Ice Hockey, and allowed the Baseball team to take an 
extra out-of-region trip. This fundraising effort is allowing us to stay competitive with our 
Patriot League counterparts and other Division I peer institutions. An envelope is enclosed 
with this issue should you wish to contribute by the June 30 fiscal year-end. Your support 
means a lot to us and continues to positively impact our 27 varsity programs.

I hope you have a relaxing summer and I look forward to seeing you on campus early 
this fall for Homecoming weekend and our first football game on Saturday, Sept. 6 vs. 
UMass. We appreciate your continued support and enthusiasm for Holy Cross athletics. 
Go Saders!   

Richard M. Regan, Jr. ’76
Director of Athletics    
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Holy Lacrosse
Men’s and Women’s programs 
on the way up
By Christopher Edmonds ’04

T
wo hours before game time on 
April 5, George Paletta ’84 cut a 
familiar figure: standing outside 
the Hart Center, talking about 
Holy Cross lacrosse. The brisk, 

early spring afternoon was like so many 
others in decades past that Paletta and his 
teammates enjoyed—the expectant buzz 
before that first face-off, that first hit, that 
first goal.

On this Saturday, that pleasure came vi-
cariously as spectators as the 1983 Men’s 
Lacrosse team—the College’s best-ever in 
terms of wins and losses—gathered for its 
25th anniversary. The group took in the 
Crusaders’ game with Lafayette and moved 
closer to re-establishing links between the 
program’s present and its past.

“The program lost touch with alumni,” said 
Paletta, the program’s all-time career goals 
leader and an All-American in 1984. “It lost 
touch with its history, but what I see now 
I would characterize as a fortunate change 
of events.” Fortunate changes have, of late, 
been in abundance for both the Men’s and 
Women’s teams. The College and alumni 
have boosted their levels of support; new 
and enthusiastic coaches have taken charge 
of once struggling programs; the upsurge in 
grassroots lacrosse has enriched recruiting 
pools; and, ever so important, success has 
followed on the playing field.

The so-called “fastest game on two feet” 
appears not only to have a place in the 
College’s athletic history books, but also 
assured of a prominent place in volumes 
not yet written.

Ten years ago, the Men’s Lacrosse team 
finished the season 6-9, its highest win 
total since 1994 and the most it would 
have until 2007. The Women’s team fared 
slightly better, collecting five wins in 1998 
before notching double-digit victories in 
1999, the first such achievement since the 
program’s initial season in 1980. If the ’90s 
weren’t particularly kind to the teams on 
the field, the programs struggled off it. 

When he took over as director of athletics 
in 1998, Dick Regan ’76 recalled the lack of 
financial support the programs were being 
given.

“When I first came here, Lacrosse was prob-
ably the most under-funded sport, together 
with Crew,” Regan said. The Athletics de-
partment increased the programs’ budgets 
through internal management of funds, 
Regan said, and then started targeted fund-
raising, which allows donors to give directly 
to a specific program. “All the other schools 
had been doing that for years,” Regan said. 
“We were one of the last in the country to 
go to annual athletic fundraising.”

The changes underway culminated in a 
tectonic shift in 2005 with the Brine chal-
lenge grant. Bill Brine ’52, a name familiar 
to lacrosse players as one emblazoned on so 
many pieces of equipment, pledged to match 
$100,000 in donations. The goal was met 
and provided the programs with, in Regan’s 
words, “a tremendous shot in the arm.”

The giving continues, with the Lacrosse 
fund ranking second only to Football as 

the highest grossing in fiscal year 2007. The 
money collected has gone to, among other 
areas, providing both teams with full-time 
assistant coaches, allowed the teams to 
purchase the most updated equipment and 
has expanding the recruiting budgets. The 
College is in the midst of a campaign to 
raise funds for a new artificial turf facility 
that would serve as the home game venue 
and provide an all season practice facility for 
Football.

As the financial foundations were poured, 
both programs embarked on reconstruction 
projects in the early years of the current 
decade. In 2003, Stephanie Ridolfi arrived 
at Holy Cross and took over a Women’s 
team that had ended the previous season 
6-12. In two years, the former University 
of Massachusetts player had the Crusaders 
in the Patriot League championship game 
for only the second time in school history. 
The 2005 title game went the way of the 
Crusaders’ opponents, but Holy Cross 
returned a year later to host the league 
championship, a game the team won after a 
spirited comeback against the previous year 

continued on page 4
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From Batboy 
to the Bigs
Senior catcher sets his sights on 
professional baseball
By Kevin Mullaney ’07

W
hen he was only five years old, 
Brendan “Boomer” Akashian 
’08 earned his nickname. 
Serving as a batboy for his 
older brother Brian’s Little 

League baseball team, Boomer approached 
his duties with the utmost seriousness and 
concentration. Whenever his services were 
required behind home plate, Boomer would 
explode from the dugout as if the game 
depended on him. Soon fans and players 
alike were commenting on that fiery little 
boy who “boomed” in and out of the game 
faster than a projectile from a cannon.

For some young men, serving as a batboy 
can be just a way to pass the time. For 
Boomer, his job meant so much more. It 
not only enabled him to be near the brother 
he admired so much, but it gave him the 
opportunity to be closer to the game he 
would grow to love. 

Seventeen years later, as Boomer entertains 
the possibility of playing professional 
baseball, not much has changed. He still 
approaches every game with intensity and 
discipline. He still rushes on and off the 
field. And he still views his older brother 
as his hero, his role-model, and his best 
friend.

“My brother (Brian ’01) is my biggest sup-
porter,” Boomer explains. “He has always 
been there for me to help me with baseball 
and all of my big life decisions. I cannot 
imagine where I would be without his love 
and guidance.”

But his brother is just one of the many 
people whose support has consistently 
driven him throughout the years. He feels 
incredibly blessed at this unique point in 
his life and is well prepared to take the 
steps necessary to reach the next level of 
competition. 

Growing up in Lowell, Mass., Boomer was 
surrounded by an athletic and encouraging 
family. It was his family’s emphasis on the 
value of a strong education that prompted 

Boomer to choose Holy Cross for his col-
lege experience. “It would have been great 
to stay at home and attend an excellent 
state school,” said Akashian. “But to play 
Division I baseball in the Patriot League 
is really something special. The academic 
and athletic opportunities are what it’s all 
about.”

Boomer was accepted to Holy Cross 
through early decision in the fall of his se-
nior year of high school. What truly excited 
him was not just the academic prestige of 
Holy Cross or the high level of familial 
comfort he already had with the school. It 
was the outstanding tradition of the Holy 
Cross Baseball program that really ener-
gized him. 

“When getting recruited it was amaz-
ing to go to a school with a National 
Championship, in a city where baseball is 
the first love and in a place where coaches 
and players like Jack Barry and Ronnie 
Perry came before. I came in hoping for 
more success and was thrilled to join my 
teammates and make our mark on Holy 
Cross’ storied baseball past.” 

His loyalty to the athletic and academic tra-
ditions of Holy Cross was the driving factor 
in Boomer’s decision to remain in Worcester 
for his senior year despite several conversa-
tions with professional baseball teams. The 
Colorado Rockies, Cleveland Indians, and 
New York Yankees were among the teams 

to approach the life-long Red Sox fan. But 
it was the Holy Cross Crusaders who won 
Boomer’s services in the end.

“I talked to a few teams at the end of the 
summer and I made it clear that I wanted 
to graduate, finish my degree, and hope-
fully compete for a Patriot League title. I 
knew I wanted to play here for four years 
with the teammates I had bonded with. 
The offers would hopefully be there once 
I graduated.”

Yet it was not just loyalty to his school 
and his team that inspired Boomer to don 
the purple and white for one final season. 
After being named to the 2007 All-Patriot 
League first team, leading the league in on 
base percentage (.520) and leading the team 
in batting average (.330), Boomer seemed 
to have little left to accomplish in his col-
legiate career. This year though, more than 
ever, Boomer and his teammates have their 
eyes on the prize. With the arrival of new 
head coach Greg DiCenzo, Boomer is very 
optimistic about the team’s future: “Coach 
D has been great since day one. He comes 
from a winning program (Northeastern), 
and after having losing season after losing 
season you sometimes need an outside 
source to come in and remind you that you 
can win. He’s made a tremendous impact 
already.” 

DiCenzo, who served the past five seasons 
as a pitching coach and recruiting coor-

continued on page 5
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Captain of the Crew
Sophomore coxswain navigates around physical disability
By Christopher Edmonds ’04

C
hris Hayden ’10 has spent a con-
siderable amount of his two years 
at Holy Cross speaking in public. 
He’s performed in the College’s 
Last Comic Standing competi-

tion; he has been a leader for freshmen 
orientation and Manresa; he serves as a 
lector. All that practice on land has made 
for greater success on the water where the 
vociferous sophomore is a coxswain for the 
Men’s Rowing team.

Hayden’s success, however, has been 
anything but conventional. The political 
science major from Garden City, N.Y. 
was born without a right arm and only a 
partially formed left arm. While his physi-
cal disability may distinguish him from the 
other rowers in his boat and students in his 
classes, Hayden isn’t one to be hampered 
by difficulty.

“It’s something different, but it’s who I am,” 
he said. “That’s something I’ve learned over 
a long period of time.”

He’s learned how to cox a boat over time 
as well. During his freshman year at 
Chaminade High School, the school’s crew 
coach approached Hayden about joining 
the team. The pitch worked. Hayden gave 
up his one-season soccer career, and for the 
next three and a half years, he manned the 
helm for Chaminade.

During his senior year at Chaminade, 
Hayden was included in Newsday as one 
of Long Island’s outstanding high school 
graduates. That story led to an appear-
ance on CNN Headline News with Glenn 
Beck. Hayden also appeared in Rowing 
Magazine.

Even with all of the recognition he had 
garnered in high school, Hayden was 
something of an unknown quantity when 
he arrived at Holy Cross. “I really didn’t 
know Chris until he showed up,” said Tom 
Sullivan ’70, Holy Cross’ head Rowing 
coach. “I found out he was coming through 
another coach.”

Introductions were dispensed with quickly 
and work in the boat and on the water be-
gan in earnest for Hayden. With his high 
school coxing days behind him, Hayden 
found a place not among the novice fresh-
men but among the program’s veterans. 
Hayden and the rest of the experienced 
newcomers spent the first month of the fall 
season with the varsity rowers.

“The first couple of days were really intimi-
dating,” Hayden said. “I was thrown right 
in the mix. These were guys whose boat 
was in the top 20 in the country.

“I had to be confident in my abilities. Still, 
I was a little more hesitant, a little more 
timid at first, but I relied on knowing what 
I was doing.”

Hayden passed his trial by immersion. He 
spent that first year coxing the first fresh-
man boat. The dawn of his sophomore 
season brought his rise to the varsity ranks. 
In October, Hayden coxed the Men’s 
championship eight entry at the Head of 
the Charles Regatta in Boston.

As a coxswain, Hayden’s responsibilities in 
the boat are simple, if myriad. Foremost, 
he said, it’s his job to steer the boat, which 
he does by using a rope inside the boat to 
adjust the rudder. As the only person facing 
forward, he must also be the eyes for his 
teammates, provide them with instructions 
and motivation, and carry out the race plan 
determined by the team’s coaches.

“I’m like a coach in the boat,” Hayden said, 
“but I’m also a teammate.”

In the months ahead, Hayden will continue 
to test his performances, in the boat for the 
immediate future and in Washington, D.C. 
in the fall. Hayden has been accepted to the 
College’s Washington Semester program, 
during which he will live, study and intern 
in the nation’s capital. His internship place-
ment has yet to be settled, but Hayden has 
his eyes set on working in the media, be 
it at CNN, Meet the Press, Good Morning 
America or elsewhere.

“Twenty-four hour news is only about 10 
years old. It’s brand-new and exciting. I 
can’t wait to be a part of it,” Hayden said. 
“I like high-energy, high-pressure environ-
ments. My personality is suited for that 
type of job.” 

It’s suited, too, for overcoming obstacles 
that, though they may seem immense to 
the rest of us, are natural to Hayden. “To 

me, it’s like hav-
ing blond hairs, 
or having pale 
skin and know-
ing you need to 
use sunblock,” 
he said. “I’ve had 
to problem-solve 
since birth, but 
it’s just the way I 
was made.”
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champion Colgate. The Crusaders followed 
that performance by storming through the 
Patriot League in 2007 and winning the 
league again by knocking off American 
University.

“Winning that game (against Colgate) was 
such a rush,” said Amy Archambault ’08, of 
the team’s first-ever league championship. 
“You can’t compare anything else to it.”

Ridolfi, who earned Patriot League coach 
of the year honors following the 2006 sea-
son, credits the team’s recent winning run 
to a deepening pool of recruits and the abil-
ity, especially with full-time assistant Abby 
Mead, to reach out to those select players.

“Because we’ve done well recently, we’ve 
been able to branch out beyond New 
England which is helping us against other 
schools,” said Ridolfi, who has been able 
to attract players from the traditional la-
crosse hotbeds of the mid-Atlantic region. 
Recruiting student-athletes to a school 
that doesn’t offer lacrosse scholarships has 
its difficulties, but Ridolfi and Men’s head 
coach Adam Pascal are in no way bereft 
of capable players, just as the College isn’t 

lacking in talented students.

“Admissions and Athletics are working 
harder and more cohesively to accept stu-
dents we need and they need,” Ridolfi said. 

Program to program, Pascal has designs 
on replicating the Women’s team’s feats. A 
player at Middlebury in the late ’90s, Pascal 
endured two difficult years to start his 
career, including an 0-14 season in 2006. 
Last spring, however, an intensive, national 
recruitment drive bore its first fruits as the 
Crusaders improved dramatically to 6-8. 
“Recruiting is the most important thing 
we do,” Pascal said. “In some cases, we’ve 
lucked out, but we work very hard at it.” 
Pascal and assistant coach Colin Hulme 
will add 10 freshmen to the team’s ranks 
in the fall and lost only four seniors in 
May. Pascal hopes the returning nucleus 
will maintain the momentum discovered a 
year ago and push the team forward on its 
upward trajectory.

“The school, Dick Regan, the 
Administration—they want us to win and 
be successful,” Pascal said. “Family, friends 
and alumni are a huge part of what this 

program is doing.”

Holy Cross fielded 
its first lacrosse 
team in 1958. 
The Crusaders 
went 7-3 that year, 
the most wins it 
would have until 
1973 when the 
team finished 7-4. 
That 1958 team 
set school records 
for most goals in 
a game (24) and 
longest winning 
streak in a season 
(6), and set in 
motion 50 years 
of a sport that of 
late has surpassed 
all others in 
its growth rate 
among the young. 
Youth lacrosse, as 
so many coaches 
are keen to repeat, 
is said to be the 
fastest grow-
ing sport in the 
country. Interest 

in the game among men and women has 
never been greater, just as the support for 
the College’s program appears destined for 
ascension beyond previous heights.

The networks have extended among 
players, coaches and alumni. Of equal 
importance is the role of current parents in 
routinely gathering for pre- and post-game 
events in Worcester and on the road. Pat 
Dowling P09, whose son is the Men’s team 
lead face-off specialist, has been among the 
traveling contingent for three years.

“When the kids come out and can see the 
parents in the stands, it’s special,” he said. 
“When they’re playing and the adrenalin 
is up, I’m not sure how aware they are of 
us, but we’re there and they recognize that.” 
For those who can’t appear in person, there 
is the Athletics Web site, e-mail groups and 
blogs to follow the teams. Archambault, a 
two-year captain for the Women’s team, 
and sophomore Edison Parzanese, write 
diaries about games and team news for 
many Crusader lacrosse fans.

“We hear from alumni, and they come back 
for games,” said Archambault. “It’s great to 
get that feedback and that support.” With 
connections being rekindled, it seems the 
programs’ fallow years may be behind 
them, as the respective teams forge ahead 
in a new era of their sport. It’s a future of 
possibility that on April 5 brought Paletta 
and his fellow alumni back to campus 25 
years after the pinnacle of their playing 
heydays. The reliving of prior glories may 
have been near the top of their agenda, but 
like the forward-looking present, the past 
too has the future on its mind.

“Today is an opportunity for, at least the 
guys from the ’80s, to make a statement 
that we are serious about the program,” 
Paletta said, “that we support the program 
and that we want to see it move in the right 
direction.”

That right direction—competing for 
the league title each season, becoming a 
nationally notable program—may be a 
journey accomplished in increments, but 
the programs are moving steadily closer to 
their ultimate goals. “The way the game is, 
schools that have success on the field are 
also very good academic schools,” Pascal 
said. “We want to compete with the Ivy 
League on the playing field, not just in the 
classroom.”
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Hugh & Pat Hayden P06, 98 
Swimming & Diving

DONOR

What inspired you, as parents, to give to the Swimming & Diving program through the 
Crusader Athletics Fund?

Our son, Corky ’06, went to Holy Cross knowing he wanted to be on the swim team. 
We encouraged his interest because we knew how much it mattered to him to be part 
of a team.  Swimming provided a positive respite from demanding academics and the 
rigors of ROTC, and really rounded out Corky’s college experience. We are happy to 
support the Swimming & Diving program as past parents because we would like to 
see other student-athletes continue to have the opportunity our son had.

How would you encourage others to give to the Crusader Athletics Fund? 

It’s easy to contribute! Each year, we designate part of our gift to the Holy Cross 
Parents Fund and the other part to the Crusader Athletics Fund for the Swimming 
& Diving program. We know our contribution helps defray the cost of training 
and equipment, and enhances the whole swimming program at Holy Cross. It feels 
good to support an activity that meant so much to our son.

How would you describe your experience as parents of a Holy Cross student-athlete?

It was the best! As parents of a swimmer, we spent many hours sitting on hard 
benches in humid, crowded pool areas. We enjoyed being there because we always 
found parents who, like us, were there to cheer their kids on and to encourage 
“personal bests.”

When Corky was a sophomore at Holy Cross, we attended the Patriot League 
Swimming Championships in Annapolis, Md. Although we knew no one, we had a 
great time and met other Holy Cross Swimming & Diving parents. The following 
year, we gathered at Bucknell in Lewisburg, Pa., for the championship meet, and 
had our first parent/swimmer luncheon. We discussed the possibility of creating a 
Swimming & Diving “supporters” group for families. The group is still going strong 
and gets bigger and better every year. We loved being part of the group, meeting and 
getting to know the parents of HC swimmers and divers, and supporting the team.

Profile

dinator for Northeastern, also spent four 
seasons coaching for Falmouth in the Cape 
Cod Baseball League. Jacoby Ellsbury, 
Jenson Lewis and David Aardsma are a 
few of the current major league players who 
have benefited from DiCenzo’s tutelage. 
He believes that Boomer is a very gifted 
player with unlimited potential. 

“His work ethic is quite comparable to 
many of the better players who are play-
ing the game as professionals today,” said 
DiCenzo. “What’s more exciting is the 
manner in which the guys rally around him. 
He has fun playing the game of baseball 
and he is a true competitor.”

Akashian again was named to the All-
Patriot League first team in 2008 and led 
the Crusaders to a third place finish in the 
regular season and their first 20-win season 
since 1980.

Even though the future remains uncertain 
for Brendan Akashian, he is sure of one 
thing: he will succeed at whatever path 
he chooses after Holy Cross. “At the end 
of the day, you want to be able to say that 
you gave it your all and let nothing beat you 
until maybe someday you come to the con-
clusion that you’re just not good enough,” 
said Akashian. “When you come out of 
here you realize that you have really been 
challenged and that you are ready for the 
real world. I know I am.” 

Baseball continued from page 2

Baseball Receives PL Honors
Holy Cross Baseball earned several 2008 Patriot League honors after post-
ing the program’s first 20-win regular season since 1980 and finishing in a 
tie for second place in the Patriot League. 

Matt Shapiro ’10 was named the 2008 Patriot League Pitcher of the Year 
with a 3-1 regular season league record and 1.78 ERA. 

Shapiro and catcher Brendan Akashian ’08 were named to the Patriot 
League All-League first team, while outfielder Gil Gomez ’08 was named 
to the All-League second team.

Greg DiCenzo earned 2008 Patriot League Coach of the Year honors, 
becoming only the second coach in school history to receive this award.  
  



Back in the Front of the Pack
Sophomore sprinter overcomes genetics to run with the best

By Christopher Edmonds ’04

T
he way Tiffany Reid ’10 runs, 
you’d never know that amid the 
blur of her track shoes, the pump-
ing of her arms and pounding of 
her legs, her body is steadily and 

silently working against her. And if ever 
you needed a reminder of the power of 
mind over matter, Reid is it.

Reid, a sophomore 
sprinter from Pough-
keepsie, N.Y., has a 
genetically inherit-
ed blood disorder in 
which her red blood 
cells carry only a tiny 
fraction of hemoglo-
bin compared with 
normal red blood 
cells. Those cells also 

die faster than usual, and they have a dis-
torted shape that can cause blockages in 
blood vessels. An elite-level college athlete 
may be a finely tuned machine, but Reid 
must pay extra attention to the message her 
body sends her.

“I know my body, and I know how much I 
can take,” she said. “Sometimes, my whole 
body is tired, but I’m a college student. 
That comes with the territory.”

Judging by her results, Reid has accus-
tomed herself to heady territory. During 
the winter, she positioned herself among 
the best sprinters in the Patriot League 
and in New England. She earned all-New 
England honors during the indoor season 
following her fourth-place finish in the 
200-meter sprint at the All-New England 
Indoor Track Championships at Boston 
University on Feb. 29. 

Reid continued her track ascension by 
finishing first in the 100 and 200 at the 
spring season’s opening meet, the Husky 
Invitational, on March 22.

Reid’s rise is more remarkable given the 
trying start to her collegiate career. A year 
ago, her performances didn’t even warrant 
inclusion on the team that traveled to 

the Patriot League indoor track and field 
championships. Given the chance as a 
sophomore, Reid traveled with her team-
mates and shone brightly among them. She 
placed third in the 200 and fifth in the 60 
at the league meet.

“Things are going well now, but I haven’t 
always been able to say that,” she said. 
“Freshman year was kind of rough. And 
that’s an understatement.”

The change from Poughkeepsie to Mount 
St. James was abrupt. Reid recalled being 
lapped by teammates in warm-ups in her 
early days. “It was the most humbling 
experience I’ve undergone so far,” she said. 
“In high school, when you decide to pursue 
your sport in college, it’s because you’re one 
of the best, or because you really have a 
passion for it. When you get to college, you 
have everyone who’s been the ‘best’ in their 
respective sports.”

Humbling turned to heartening after a year 
below her expectations. Reid set herself on 
a personal and physical transformation. 
“When you get mad enough, you do what 
it takes to change the situation,” she said.

While working two jobs, Reid rose at 6:30  
a.m. each morning for workouts, running 
and lifting on alternate days, and taking 
classes at her local gym. As summer turned 
to fall, Reid found herself back on campus 
and finally back to where she had been in 

her high school days: at the front of the 
pack. “Personally, being able to hang with 
my teammates was when I realized that my 
work was paying off,” Reid said.

Her work caught the attention of her team-
mates and coaches. Limited to the 55 and 
the 4x100 relay as a freshman, Reid began 
running the 200 this past winter, an event 
she hadn’t competed in since high school. 
“It was kind of scary when the coaches told 
me,” she said. “I was really nervous, but the 
first time out, I felt better running it than 
any time I’d run the 200 in high school.”

As Reid’s track career has taken off, so has 
her work in the classroom. An English 
major, and a self-designed history minor, 
Reid is training to become a tutor in the 
writers’ workshop, and in the fall will take 
part in the College’s Washington Semester 
program. Reid has also served as a teach-
ing assistant in the Passport program for 
incoming freshmen and of late has been 
endeavoring to start a gospel choir on 
campus.

Fleet-footed and focused on the track 
and off of it, Reid hasn’t allowed herself 
to dwell on the obstacles her body has set 
before her. “I refuse to use it as a crutch or 
an excuse,” she said. “When you look at my 
stats, there’s not an asterisk that says ‘She 
has a blood issue.’ Plenty of athletes face 
bigger obstacles than this.”
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Varsity Club inducts five into 
Athletic Hall Of Fame 
by Charles Bare

T
he Holy Cross Varsity Club 
inducted five individuals into 
the Athletic Hall of Fame on 
Saturday, May 3 at the Varsity 
Club’s 53rd annual dinner in the 

Hogan Campus Center. 

The 2008 inductees into the Hall of Fame 
are: (left to right) Mark Duffner, honorary, 
Football coach; Ronnie Cote ’56, Baseball; 
David Stecchi ’59, Football, Track & Field; 
Pete Kimener ’67, Football, Track & Field; 
and Anna Kinne Patel ’00, Basketball.

Duffner became Holy Cross’ head 
Football coach prior to the 1986 season, 
taking over a team in a state of emotional 
despair and quickly transformed it into 
the nation’s most successful Division 
I-AA program. He guided the Crusaders 
to a 60-5-1 record in six seasons, includ-
ing perfect 11-0 marks in both 1987 
and 1991. Holy Cross won five Patriot 
League championships, four Lambert 
Cups and four ECAC Team of the Year 
awards during Duffner’s tenure, and also 
earned the No. 1 ranking in the final 
1987 NCAA Division I-AA poll. He 
was named the Patriot League Coach 
of the Year four times, and also took 
home National Coach of the Year honors 
in 1987 and 1991. Duffner ranks third 
all-time at Holy Cross with his 60 career 
victories, while his .917 winning per-
centage is the best in school and Patriot 
League history.  

Cote was a standout pitcher on the 
Crusader Baseball team from 1954-1956. 
During his senior year, he earned first team 
All-New England honors after posting an 
8-2 record with a 2.29 earned run average 
and 77 strikeouts. Cote also had an out-
standing season as a junior, when he was 
5-3 with a 1.34 earned run average and 
67 strikeouts, while in his sophomore year 
he posted a 4-0 mark with a 1.13 earned 
run average and 38 strikeouts. He helped 
lead Holy Cross to a 44-10 overall record 
during his three seasons on the varsity 
squad, with the Crusaders advancing to 

the NCAA Tournament in both 1954 and 
1955. In the final game of his collegiate ca-
reer, Cote threw a one-hit shutout in a 12-0 
victory over Boston College, with the only 
hit he allowed coming on a scratch single 
with two outs in the ninth inning. Over 
the course of his Holy Cross career, Cote 
posted an overall record of 17-5 with a 1.70 
earned run average and 182 strikeouts. 

Stecchi was a three-year starter for the 
Crusader Football team on both sides of 
the ball, playing tight end and defensive 
end. He led Holy Cross to an overall record 
of 16-9-2 from 1956-1958, including two 
victories over both Boston College and 
Syracuse. During his senior season, Stecchi 
led the team with 19 receptions for 331 yards 
and two touchdowns. He was named first 
team All-East and second team All-New 
England as a senior, after being selected 
first team All-New England as a junior. 
In addition, Stecchi received Catholic All-
America honors from Extension Magazine 
following his sophomore season. Over the 
course of his Holy Cross career, he totaled 

41 receptions for 687 yards and four touch-
downs. Stecchi was also a member of the 
Crusader Track and Field team, competing 
in the high hurdles. 

Kimener was one of the top receivers for the 
Holy Cross Football team from 1964-1966. 
He served as team captain during his senior 
year, when he led the team with 33 recep-
tions for 409 yards and two touchdowns. 
Kimener was also the Crusaders’ leading 

varsity
club

continued on page 8
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receiver during his junior season, catching 
21 passes for 221 yards. A versatile player 
who also saw action on defense, he finished 
his career with 55 receptions for 648 yards, 
and earned All-New England honors as 
a senior. One of Kimener’s biggest plays 
came during the final game of his collegiate 
career, when he caught a touchdown pass 
from Jack Lentz ’67 in the closing seconds 
to defeat Boston College, 32-26. In addition 
to his exploits on the gridiron, Kimener ran 
the high hurdles and threw the javelin on 
the Holy Cross Track and Field team. He 
won a total of seven varsity letters, and was 
named the 1967 Crusader of the Year. 

Patel was a key member of the Holy Cross 
Women’s Basketball team from 1996-2000, 
leading the Crusaders to an overall record 
of 88-28 during her four years, including a 
44-4 mark in the Patriot League. She also 
helped Holy Cross to three appearances 
in the NCAA Tournament, earned All-
Patriot League honors three times, and was 
selected as the Most Valuable Player of the 
Patriot League Tournament twice. Patel 
was named the Patriot League Player of 
the Year following her senior season, when 
she led the team in scoring (14.3 points per 
game), in addition to posting 137 assists 
and 79 steals. She holds the all-time school 
record with 333 career steals, and also stands 
in the top two spots on the Crusader single 
season list for steals (95 in 1997-1998; 92 in 
1998-1999). In addition, Patel ranks second 
all-time at Holy Cross in three-point field 
goals made (163), fifth in assists (532) and 
11th in scoring (1,234 points). 

Crusader of the Year
Senior Christine Strawson (Torrington, Conn.), a member of the 
Volleyball team, has been selected as the 2007-2008 Crusader of the Year. 

A three-time All-Patriot League selection, Strawson led the Crusaders with 
316 kills this season, while placing second on the team with 233 digs. She 
ranked fourth in the Patriot League in kills and ninth in digs, while record-
ing double-digit kills in 19 matches with 10 double-doubles. For her career, 
Strawson holds the Holy Cross all-time record for career kills with 1,246, 
while her 814 career digs are sixth all-time in school history. 

The Patriot League Scholar Athlete of the Year in both 2005 and 2006, 
Strawson was also named to the ESPN The Magazine Academic All-District 
I team three times and to the Patriot League Academic Honor Roll four 
times. She graduated with an overall grade point average of 3.94. 

Hall of Fame continued from page 7

The “Cooz” Back on Campus
On June 7, Holy Cross unveiled a life-size bronze statue honoring 
basketball legend Bob Cousy ’50.  Sculpted by Brian P. Hanlon, the new 
statue is located at the entrance of the Hart Center, the College’s main 
athletics and recreation facility.

Cousy is recognized not only for his extraordinary basketball career 
both at Holy Cross and with the NBA’s Boston Celtics, but also for his 
generous and long-term commitment to the citizenry of Worcester and 
for his efforts to integrate the NBA racially during its early years.       
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Donations at Work

Your support of the Crusader Athletics Fund is making a difference on Mount St. James.  Thanks to the generosity of alumni, 
parents, and friends, Holy Cross has been able to fund a multitude of varsity programming needs.  Some recent examples:

 Helped Baseball fund an additional competition trip to the University of Washington in March

 Helped Men’s and Women’s Basketball purchase state-of-the-art recruiting software

 Increased Football’s recruiting funds by more than 50 percent.

 Allowed Men’s and Women’s Lacrosse to elevate part-time assistant coaches to full-time status

 Allowed Men’s and Women’s Rowing to purchase new ergs, oars, and other equipment

 Allowed Men’s and Women’s Tennis to hire a part-time assistant coach

In order to grow and succeed at the pace Holy Cross envisions, the College continues to count on your financial support for 
its varsity programs.  The deadline to make a gift to the Crusader Athletics Fund and have it count in the 2007-2008 total is 
June 30.  Please consider making your contribution today.

For more information on how to contribute to, or volunteer for, the Crusader Athletics Fund, please call Tom Cadigan ’02, 
associate director of Annual Athletics Fundraising, at (508) 793-2415 or email crusaderathletics@holycross.edu.

 

 

C R U S A D E R  A T H L E T I C S  F U N D

2007-2008 Crusader Athletics Fund Totals 
(As of June 6, 2008. Does not include capital, endowment, or other restricted gifts)

 Program     Donors   Dollars

 All-Sports Fund    100   $25,100
 Baseball     101     42,700
 Basketball    103     35,600 
 Cheerleading                     9       1,000 
 Crew       95      20,000                                  
 Field Hockey      45       3,500
 Football (the Gridiron Club)  225   135,700
 Golf       27       9,200
 Ice Hockey      75     60,000
 Lacrosse     110     61,200
 Soccer       56     37,600
 Softball        32       2,300
 Swimming & Diving     81     15,700
 Tennis       25     14,100
 Track/Cross-Country   130     27,500
 Volleyball      15       1,100
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SPORTS RECAP
MEN’S BASKETBALL

The Men’s Bas-
ketball team fin-
ished the 2007-
2008 campaign 
with an over-
all record of 15-
14, marking the 
fourth straight 
year and the sev-
enth time in the 
last eight sea-
sons that the 
Crusaders have 
posted a winning 

record. Holy Cross started the year hot, win-
ning its first six games, then posted an impres-
sive 71-66 road victory at St. Joseph’s to im-
prove to 7-1 heading into final exams. But luck 
would not be on the Crusaders’ side, as a string 
of injuries over the next month left the ros-
ter depleted heading into Patriot League play. 
Holy Cross rebounded to go 6-3 over a nine-
game stretch from late January to late Febru-
ary, but never regained full health and finished 
with a losing record in conference play for the 
first time since the 1999-2000 season. 

The Crusaders were forced to play at conference 
regular season champion American in the 
quarterfinals of the Patriot League Tournament, 
and turned in a solid performance in a hostile 
environment. Holy Cross led by as many as 11 
points in the first half, but the Eagles rallied 
to regain the lead in the final minute of play, 
defeating the Crusaders 62-60.

Senior center Tim Clifford (Walpole, Mass.) 
enjoyed an outstanding season for Holy Cross, 
averaging 18.0 points, 5.4 rebounds and 2.3 
blocked shots per game, while hitting 57.1 
percent (205 of 359) of his field goal attempts. 
He earned first team All-Patriot League honors, 
while leading the conference in both field goal 
percentage and blocked shots. Clifford was 
the recipient of the Richard J. Maloney Award 
presented annually to the team’s most valuable 
player since 1981.

Clifford and senior guard Kyle Cruze (Knoxville, 
Tenn.) finished their collegiate careers with an 
overall four-year record of 85-42. They became 
the first Holy Cross senior class since 1993 to 
graduate with four straight winning seasons, 
while their 85 total victories were the most 
since the senior class of 1978 also finished with 
85 wins.

WOMEN’S BASKETBALL
The Women’s 
Basketball team 
f inished the 
season with an 
overall record 
of 19-13 and 
10-4 in the Pa-
triot League. 
The Crusaders 
finished second 
in the league 
in the regular 
season and ad-
vanced to the 

championship game, falling to Bucknell 57-45 
at the Hart Center.

Sophomore guard Briana McFadden (Wheaton, 
Md.) was named the 2007-2008 Patriot League 
Player of the Year and was named to the All-
Patriot League first team. Sophomore Bethany 
O’Dell (Lincoln, R.I.) was named to the All-
Patriot League second team while freshman 
Elizabeth Campbell (Louisville, Ky.) was 
named to the Patriot League All-Rookie team. 
McFadden and O’Dell were both named to the 
2007 Patriot League All-Tournament team. For 
the second year in a row, O’Dell was second on 
the team in scoring, averaging 11.4 points per 
game.

Senior guard Laura Aloisi (Nashua, N.H.) 
returned to action this year after missing last 
season due to a knee injury. With a stellar 
comeback season, Aloisi finished her career at 
Holy Cross ranked sixth in career steals with 
214 and seventh in career assists with 445. She 
also ended her career ranked seventh on the 
Patriot League career assists list and received 
the Samantha Vellaccio Award presented 
annually to the Women’s Basketball player who 
best exemplifies the mission of Holy Cross both 
on and off the court. Aloisi and senior forward 
Ashley McLaughlin (Andover, Mass.) led the 
Crusaders to four consecutive appearances in 
the Patriot League championship game.

Head Coach Bill Gibbons earned his 450th win 
this season as the Crusaders defeated Yale on 
January 6. Gibbons now holds a career record of 
463-228 at Holy Cross.

MEN’S ICE HOCKEY

The Men’s Hockey team finished the season with 
a 10-19-7 record and a 9-15-4 Atlantic Hockey 
mark which was good for a ninth place regular 
season finish. Senior captain and defenseman 
Matt Burke (Milton, Mass.) and sophomore 
forward Brodie Sheahan (Lethbridge, 
Alberta) were named to the Atlantic Hockey 
All-Conference third team, while freshman 
defenseman Mark Znutas (Emerson, N.J.) and 
freshman forward Everett Sheen (Lethbridge, 
Alberta) were named to the All-Rookie team. 
Sheahan led the team with 20 assists and 33 
points, while he was second on the team in 
goals with 13, which are all career best marks. 
Sheen scored 15 goals to lead the team. Holy 
Cross also received the Team Sportsmanship 
Award.

Freshman goalie Adam Roy (Feeding Hills, 
Mass.) was outstanding in net as he made 771 
saves on the season, which were the most for 
a Holy Cross freshman goalie in a single season 
in the history of the program. He finished the 
season ranked second on the Holy Cross Division 
I single-season saves list. The record is 840 by 
Tony Quesada ’06 in the 2005-06 season. 

This season’s group of 10 seniors: Burke, 
Brent Franklin (Grosse Point Farms, Mich.), 
Brian Gabriel (Kenai, Alaska), Bryce Nantes 
(Calgary, Alberta), Frank O’Grady (Kimberley, 
British Columbia), Dale Reinhardt 
(Livingston, N.J.), Cal St. Denis (Freelton, 
Ontario), Chris Trovato (North Attleboro, 
Mass.), Jim Tselikis (Cape Elizabeth, Maine) 
and Matt Werry (Regina, Saskatchewan) were 
a part of 63 wins, one Atlantic Hockey regular 
season and tournament title, and a victory in 
the NCAA Tournament. 

Reinhardt and Burke each played in 138 
career games, which is tied for fourth on the 
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Holy Cross all-time career games played list. 
Reinhardt finished his Holy Cross career with 
46 goals and 72 assists for 118 points in 138 
career games. He is ranked seventh on the all-
time Holy Cross Division I assists list, while 
he is eighth in points and goals. This season 
Reinhardt was second on the team in assists 
with 18 and points with 26, while he was fourth 
in goals with eight. Reinhardt signed with the 
ECHL’s Bakersfield Condors, while Burke signed 
with the ECHL’s Phoenix RoadRunners who are 
an affiliate of the NHL’s San Jose Sharks and 
the AHL’s Worcester Sharks respectively. Burke 
was also the recipient of the 2007-2008 John 
P. Cooney Memorial Award presented annually 
to a senior letterwinner who has performed 
beyond all expectations with courage, loyalty 
and dedication.

WOMEN’S ICE HOCKEY
The Women’s 
Hockey team 
f inished the 
season with a 
16-8-3 overall 
record includ-
ing 11-3-2 in 
the ECAC East. 
The Crusaders 
ended their year 
strong finishing 
7-1-2 in their 
final 10 games, 
including a 3-0 
win over St. Mi-

chael’s in the season finale taking third place in 
the ECAC East Open Tournament. Their 16 wins 
were the most in the nine-year history of the 
program.

Senior forward Sam Rush (Wakefield, Mass.) 
led the team in scoring and recorded 42 goals 
and 50 assists for her career. Those totals are 
good for 92 total points, fifth all time in Crusader 
history. She was named to the All-Conference 
second team. Junior forward Stephanie Couzin 
(Chicago, Ill.) tied for the team lead with 15 
assists and was second on the team in total 
points with 25.

Sophomore defenseman Lisa Wilson (Corunna, 
Ontario) and freshman forward Jocelyn 
Kratchmer (Watrous, Saskatchewan) tied for 
third in total points with 23.

Wilson was also named first team All-Conference. 
Freshman goalie Monique Gallant (Antigonish, 
Nova Scotia) had an impressive first year in net 
for the Crusaders. She stopped 444 shots on the 
season and recorded a .899 save percentage 
with a 2.39 goals against average.    

MEN’S SWIMMING & DIVING

Led by senior captains Chris Smith (West 
Haven, Conn.) and Shannon Sweeney 
(Philadelphia, Pa.), the Men’s Swimming & 
Diving team thrived both in and out of the 
water. The Crusaders won two dual meets this 
year, defeating Springfield and Providence. 
Sophomore Aaron Brosnan (Westford, Mass.), 
junior Ian MacLaren (Cortez, Colo.), sophomore 
Brian Livingston (Auburn, Wash.), and Smith 
were strong factors in both of the wins. 

The most notable victory of the season occurred 
in January when the team claimed their fourth 
ever Worcester City Championship. In a two day 
event held at the Hart Center Pool, Holy Cross 
accumulated 414 points to cement their victory 
over Clark and WPI. In the most exciting race of 
the night, the team of Brosnan, Smith, MacLaren, 
and junior Dave Drummond (Swampscott, 
Mass.) won the 200-yard freestyle relay with a 
time of 1:30.80. Smith led the team in points 
with two first place finishes and three seconds. 
Livingston had a noteworthy performance, 
winning the 100-yard breastroke and breaking 
the meet record. Sophomore Josh Rodriguez 
(Dudley, Mass.) took first place in both the 
1-meter and 3-meter diving events and was also 
named Diver of the Meet.

The Crusaders concluded their season at the 
Patriot League Championships, a three-day event 
held at the Naval Academy in Annapolis, Md. 
Livingston led the Crusaders with a 15th place 
finish in the 100-yard breastroke and a 16th 
place finish in the 200-yard breastroke. Brosnan 
finished 16th overall in the 100-yard butterfly 
and Smith also recorded a 16th place finish in 
the grueling 1650-yard freestyle event. 

Immediately following the season, both the 
Men’s and Women’s teams hosted the “Deaf-
inately Swim Program,” a series of weekend swim 
lessons for deaf children and their parents. The 
program was organized and run by junior John 
Ringwood (Cheshire, Conn.) and was featured 
on the Association of Independent Colleges and 
Universities in Massachusetts’ 40th Anniversary 
video. 

WOMEN’S SWIMMING & DIVING

The Women’s Swimming & Diving team had 
a strong season led by seniors Erica Archer 
(Schenectady, N.Y.), Juliette Cormier 
(Morrisville, Vt.), Andrea Doherty (Needham, 
Mass.), Amanda Dugan (Saddle River, N.J.) 
and Rachel Quaden (Chelmsford, Mass.) as 
the Crusaders experienced one of their best 
seasons in many years. 

The season began with an impressive victory 
as the team captured its seventh straight 
Worcester City Championship and set five new 
meet records. The Crusaders accumulated 633 
points and defeated Clark, Assumption, and 
WPI. Leading the charge were sophomores 
Maggie Gousman (Fanwood, N.J.) and Alisha 
Carrazza (Boonton Township, N.J.), both of 
whom set three new meet records. Gousman 
earned first place in all six of her events. 
Sophomore Lauren Tatro (Charlotte, N.C.) 
won the 200-yard backstroke in 2:17.80. In the 
relay events, Gousman and Carrazza were joined 
by freshman Gail Carter (Tampa, Fla.) and 
captain Doherty earning first place in the 400-
yard medley relay, 200-yard medley relay, and 
the 400-yard freestyle relay events. Sophomore 
Rachael Martinez (Chelmsford, Mass.) set a 
new record in the 3-meter event and recorded a 
total score of 240.21. 

The Crusaders concluded their season at the 
Patriot League Championships held at the Naval 
Academy in Annapolis, Md. The top finisher 
for Holy Cross was Gousman, who set two 
new school records in both of her breastroke 
events and qualified for finals in all three of 
her individual events. Carrazza recorded a 16th 
place finish in the 200-yard freestyle (1:58.23). 
Martinez finished off her season strong by 
earning 10th place overall in the 3-meter dive 
and 11th overall in the 1-meter dive. 

The Swimming & Diving team would like to 
thank the family of captain Erica Archer for 
their donation of a glass bulletin board to the 
team. This board containing facts about the 
Men’s and Women’s teams can be seen outside 
of the Hart Center Pool. 
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MEN’S GOLF

The Men’s Golf team finished in fourth place 
out of seven teams at the 2008 Patriot League 
Championship, marking the best finish by Holy 
Cross in the history of the tournament which began 
in 1991. Seniors Matt Czarnecki (Greenwich, 
Conn.) and Ryan Kenny (Medford, Mass.) led 
Holy Cross as they each carded a score of 236 and 
tied for seventh place overall. Both Czarnecki and 
Kenny were named to the All-Patriot League second 
team. For the season, Czarnecki led the Crusaders 
with a 76.6 average, while Kenny was second with 
a 78.6 and senior Joe Hajjar (Mahwah, N.J.) was 
third with an 80.2.   

WOMEN’S GOLF

The Women’s Golf team was led by senior 
co-captain Amy Lussier (Milton, Mass.) 
who had an 84.1 average in 11 rounds and led 
the Crusaders with a three-round score of 256 at 
the Big South Championship. Her 26th place fin-
ish was the best ever for a Holy Cross golfer at 
the Big South Championship. Lussier was also 
named to the conference’s all-academic team 
for the second straight year. Freshman Meghan 
Doherty (Westerly, R.I.) had a strong rookie 
year as she was second on the team with an 
84.3 average in 15 rounds, finished 28th at the 
conference championship and was named the 
Big South Golfer of the Week. Senior co-cap-
tain Ellen Lamson (South Royalton, Vt.) was 
third on the team with an 86.9 average. The 
team placed seventh at the Big South Cham-
pionship. 

BASEBALL

The Baseball team finished the regular season 
with a record of 20-26 and 11-9 in the Patriot 
League. The squad finished in third place, 
qualifying for the post-season tournament for 
the first time since 2001 and the third time 
overall since joining the league. The Crusaders 
also won 20 games for the first time since 1980. 
They opened the season playing nine games in 
eight days in Florida and headed back north 
on a four-game winning streak. The team then 
traveled to Seattle to take on the University of 
Washington in a four-game set before beginning 
league play. 

Senior Brendan Akashian (Lowell, Mass.) 
received the Hop Riopel Award as the team’s 
most valuable player. For the regular season, 
Akashian hit .312 with three home runs and a 
team best 30 runs batted in. The catcher led 
the Crusaders with a .449 on-base percentage 
and posted a .426 slugging percentage. For his 
career, he owns a .301 batting average with 
nine home runs and 77 runs batted in. 

Senior Matt O’Brien (Hingham, Mass.) received 
the Ray Dobens Award as the team’s most 
improved player. O’Brien tossed 38 innings with 
eight starts and had 33 strikeouts. Senior Mike 
Thater (Danbury, Conn.) posted a team leading 
earned run average of 3.64 with three wins and 
one save. Sophomore Bobby Holmes (Dedham, 
Mass.) led the team with 38 strikeouts and four 
wins while classmate Matt Shapiro (Raynham, 
Mass.) also had four wins including a team best 
three complete games and a 1.78 earned run 
average in five league starts.

Freshman Eric Oxford (Danvers, Mass.) was 
named the recipient of the Ron Soucie Award as 
the team’s Rookie of the Year. Oxford played in 
all 46 regular season games, starting 35 times. 
He led the team with a .324 batting average 
and had 46 hits including 13 doubles and 24 
runs batted in. Defensively, Oxford committed 
just four errors in 338 total chances at first 
base, good for a .988 fielding percentage.  

Akashian and Shapiro were named to the 2008 
Patriot League Baseball All-League first team 
while senior outfielder Gil Gomez (Lake Worth, 
Fla.) was named to the second team. 

SOFTBALL
The Softball team 
doubled its win 
total from last 
year finishing 
the season with 
a record of 10-31 
overall and 5-15 
in the Patri-
ot League. They 
opened their 
season play-
ing 10 games 
in six days in 
Kissimmee, Fla. 
and then head-

ed to Washington D.C. the following weekend 
to play in the Hoya Invitational before begin-
ning league play. 

Freshman Erin Fleming (Townsend, Mass.) led 
the team with a .346 batting average and 46 
hits, 13 of which went for extra bases. She also 
tallied 24 runs scored and 65 total bases. Senior 
Jayme Elliott (Gardena, Calif.) hit .312 with 
44 hits and senior first baseman Kelly O’Neil 
(White Plains, N.Y.) tied for the team lead 
with five home runs and led the team with 25 
runs batted in. She finished her career with a 
school record 15 home runs. Freshman Keeley 
Seniuk (Phoenix, Ariz.) also had five home 
runs while hitting .308 and had a team leading 
.504 slugging percentage.  

On the mound junior Natalie Cruz (Manalapan, 
N.J.) won three games and had 44 strikeouts 
in 18 starts while sophomore Amanda Audette 
(New Bedford, Mass.) won four games in 15 
starts for the Crusaders. 

O’Neil was named to the 2008 Patriot League 
Softball All-League first team while Fleming 
was named to the second team.

MEN’S LACROSSE
The Men’s Lacrosse 
team had a 5-9 
overall record and 
its 7-6 victory 
over Yale marked 
the first win 
ever over an Ivy 
League school in 
the program’s 
history. Junior 
goal ie Jimmy 
Harrison (East 
Williston, N.Y.) 
was named the 

Patriot League Goalie of the Week and freshman 
Matt Moran (West Henrietta, N.Y.) was named 
the Patriot League Rookie of the Week for their 
performances. Harrison was also named the New 
England Player of the Week as he had a career 
best 22 saves and his .786 save percentage was 
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the fourth best in a single game in school 
history. Moran scored three goals including 
the game winner. Adam Pascal was also 
honored as he was named the U.S. Lacrosse 
Coach of the Week. 

Sophomore Chris Smirti (Cold Spring Harbor, 
N.Y.) had an incredible day at Dartmouth as he 
tied the school record for most goals in a game 
with eight and led the team in goals for the 
season with 18. For the season, Harrison ranked 
first in the Patriot League in total saves and was 
second in saves per game and save percentage. 
Sophomore Edison Parzanese (Edgartown, 
Mass.) led the team in assists (21) and points 
(33). He has led the team in these two categories 
in each of his first two seasons at Holy Cross. 
The Crusaders received strong senior leadership 
from Toby Banta (Melrose, Mass.), co-captain 
James Malone (Rockville Centre, N.Y.), Tim 
Redmond (Andover, Mass.) and co-captain 
Bobby Sullivan (Longmeadow, Mass.).

WOMEN’S LACROSSE
The Women’s 
Lacrosse team 
went 5-11 over-
all and 2-4 in 
the Patr iot 
League. The Cru-
saders were 
led by senior 
captains Amy 
Archambault 
(West Hartford, 
Conn.), Nikki 
B o l d u c 
( S t r a t h a m , 
N.H.) and Cara 

O’Sullivan (Duxbury, Mass.). Bolduc was named 
to the All-Patriot League first team as she led 
the team with 38 goals and 46 points, while 
she was third on the team in assists with eight. 
She set career best marks in all three catego-
ries. Bolduc also led the team in ground balls 
with 33. Archambault was the recipient of the 
2007-2008 John A. Meegan Athletic Achieve-
ment Award.   

Sophomore Katie Gardner (Garden City, N.Y.) 
also had an outstanding year with 23 goals and 
10 assists for 33 points, while senior Kristine 
Corkum (Ipswich, Mass.) ranked second on the 
team in goals with 29 and was third in points 
with 32. She has the most career goals with 118 
and points with 151 of any current Crusader. 
Freshman Meg O’Leary (Longmeadow, Mass.) 
had a very good rookie season with 20 goals 
and six assists for 26 points.

The senior class of Archambault, Bolduc, 
Corkum, Kaitlin Nangle (Skaneateles, N.Y.), 
O’Sullivan, Cashel Scanlon (Bethesda, Md.) 
and Kelly Winslow (Norfolk, Mass.) were one 
of the most successful classes in the history of 
Holy Cross Women’s Lacrosse. During their time 

here the Crusaders won the first two Patriot 
League Championships and earned the first two 
NCAA appearances in the program’s history. 

MEN’S TRACK & FIELD
The Men’s Track & 
Field team had a 
busy spring sea-
son. At the Patri-
ot League Outdoor 
Track and Field 
Championship, 
junior Stephen 
M a n d r a v e l i s 
(Nashua, N.H.) 
led the team on 
the strength of 
his second place 
toss in the ham-
mer throw with a 
personal best of 

170’8”. This earned him a selection on the All-
Patriot League second team.

The 1600-meter relay team of senior Sean 
Murphy (Shrewsbury, Mass.), junior Andrew 
Maggio (Chelmsford, Mass.), freshman Rich 
Waldmann (Stony Brook, N.Y.) and senior 
Michael Ricotta (Cross River, N.Y.) qualified 
for the IC4A Championship with a time of 
3:16.78. This marks the best time run by a Holy 
Cross team in this event in 25 years.

Junior Jonathan Medeiros (New Bedford, 
Mass.) took fifth place in the discus with a 
toss of 144’11” while senior Thomas Harrison 
(Wilmington, N.C.) took seventh in the triple 
jump with a distance of 43’90” and in the long 
jump with a personal best of 22’5.25”. A pair 
of seventh place finishes was turned in by 
sophomore Kyle Rougeot (Torrington, Conn.) 
in the 5000-meter run with a time of 15:23.94 
and junior Brad Mish (Hadley, Mass.) with a 
time of 32:39.91 in the 10,000-meter run.  

Junior Sebastian Fidelus (Jersey City, N.J.) 
set an indoor school record in the 500-meter 
run with a time of 1:05.61 and clocked an 
impressive 1:54.17 in the 800-meter run this 
year. Ricotta also set a school record that had 
stood since the 1930’s with a time of 47.84 
in the 400-meter run at the IC4A Indoor 
Championship.

WOMEN’S TRACK & FIELD

The Women’s Track & Field team finished in 
fourth place at the Patriot League Outdoor Track 
and Field Championship, its highest finish since 
1995. Leading the way was sophomore Olivia 
Pruszko (Monroe, Conn.) winning the 400-
meter hurdles with a new school record time of 
1:02.49. The win qualified her for the NCAA East 
Regionals in Tallahassee, Fla. 

Junior Dannielle Meder (Chicopee, Mass.) 
set a school record placing second in the 100-
meter hurdles with a time of 14.47 and recorded 
the second fastest time in school history in 
the 400-meter hurdles with a time of 1:02.86, 
finishing in third place. Sophomore Tiffany 
Reid (Poughkeepsie, N.Y.) finished second in 
the 200-meter dash in a school record time of 
24.79 and added a third place finish in the 100-
meter dash. 

A pair of school records were broken as the 400-
meter relay team of Reid, freshman M. Siobhan 
Straub (Mattituck, N.Y.), junior Lesley 
Bautista (St. John’s, Newfoundland) and 
Meder did so in a time of 47.98 and the 1600-
meter relay team of junior Lauren Courtney 
(Ashland, Mass.), junior Lauren Tallon (Lake 
Forest, Mass.), sophomore Sophia Grammemos 
(Gardner, Mass.) and Pruszko finished in a 
time of 3:52.72. The 3200-meter relay team of 
junior Katie Clay (Beverly, Mass.), freshman 
Courtney Burgess (Dracut, Mass.), senior 
Christine Carifio (Haverhill, Mass.) and 
sophomore Maureen Meagher (Allentown, 
Pa.) placed third with an ECAC qualifying time 
of 9:10.89.

Other top finishers were sophomore Alexandra 
Swiatocha (Mahopac, N.Y.) finishing third in 
the heptathlon, Bautista finishing in third place 
in the pole vault, Tallon and Courtney, fifth and 
sixth place respectively, in the 400-meter dash, 
Clay who was fourth in the 1500-meter run, and 
sophomore Chantal Couture (Taunton, Mass.) 
and junior Katherine Clifford (Norwood, 
Mass.) placing fifth and sixth in the javelin.

School records were also set this spring by Reid 
in the 100-meter run with a time of 12.10, 
Couture in the javelin with a throw of 131’07”, 
and sophomore Claire Luke (Delmar, N.Y.) in 
the steeplechase with a time of 11:31.16. 
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Pruszko was named to the All-Patriot League 
first team while Reid and Meder were named to 
the second team. Overall, eight school records 
were broken during the outdoor season and 
the team finished in fourth place at the New 
England Outdoor Track & Field Championship, 
their highest ever. 

MEN’S ROWING

The Men’s Rowing team began its season at 
home on March 29. The lack of water time was 
evident and while the men were happy to start 
racing, they were also eager for more practice. 
This spring the men added several races to 
their already demanding schedule, including 
races against teams from Columbia University, 
the Massachusetts Institute of Technology, 
Dartmouth College, and Georgetown University. 
Additional travel and racing experience truly 
benefited this young team and better prepared 
them for their Championship season.

The Crusaders competed at the Patriot Challenge 
on April 27 in Camden, New Jersey. The varsity 
eight and second varsity eight took first place 
at the regatta, while the men’s freshman eight 
finished in second. The team finished first 
overall at the regatta and were very pleased 
with their performance.

The team also hosted George Washington 
University on May 4 and took on the 
Massachusetts Institute of Technology 
Lightweight team on May 11. To conclude their 
Championship season, the Crusaders competed 
at the EARC Sprints Regatta in Worcester in May 
and at the IRA National Rowing Championship 
in Camden, N.J., in June. 

WOMEN’S ROWING

The Women’s Rowing team opened its spring 
season on March 29. Although the Crusaders 
had just broken through the thick ice of Lake 

Quinsigamond a week earlier, they had a solid 
performance. The team looked forward to a 
busy spring schedule which included races 
against very competitive teams such as Trinity 
College, Ithaca College, Bucknell University, 
the University of Massachusetts, and Radcliffe. 
The women clearly had great momentum 
throughout the season and improved each time 
they hit the water.

The team began their championship season 
at the Patriot League Regatta in Camden, N.J. 
The Patriot League consists of three races: the 
women’s varsity eight, women’s second varsity 
eight, and women’s varsity four. The Crusaders 
showed tremendous growth since their race 
in 2007, finishing third overall. The women’s 
varsity eight finished in fourth, just four 
seconds behind Colgate and beating Lehigh 
by eight seconds. The women’s second varsity 
eight finished third, beating Colgate by seven 
seconds and Lehigh by 18, and the women’s 
varsity four placed third just behind Bucknell.

The team also competed in their final two 
Championship races this year: The New England 
Championship on May 3 where it placed 
third out of 14 teams, and the ECAC National 
Invitational Championship on May 10 and 11 
where it placed second overall out of 27 teams. 
Both regattas were held on Lake Quinsigamond 
in Worcester. The Crusaders will also compete at 
the Women’s Henley Regatta which will be held 
in Henley, England on June 20-22.

MEN’S TENNIS

The Men’s Tennis team finished the spring 
season with a record of 2-6. The team defeated 
St. Francis (N.Y.) 6-1 behind junior Angelo 
Sica (Chester, N.J.). who posted a 6-1, 6-1 
win in No. 2 singles action. Additionally, four 
underclassmen recorded wins for the Crusaders 
including sophomore John Burke (Burlington, 
Mass.), sophomore Dan Phelan (Chicopee, 
Mass.), junior Jay DeSanto (Dalton, Pa.) 

and sophomore Thomas Steinert (Rockville 
Centre, N.Y.). The team also defeated Hartford 
6-1. Freshman Matt Wierzel (Garden City, 
N.Y.) recorded a 6-1, 6-0 win in No. 1 singles 
action. Wierzel also teamed with Burke to post 
an 8-2 win in No. 1 doubles action against the 
Hawks.  The Crusaders will return nine of their 
10 team members next season.

WOMEN’S TENNIS

The Women’s Tennis team finished the spring 
season with a much improved record of 6-7. 
The Crusaders recorded their first conference 
win since rejoining the Patriot League, a 4-3 
decision over Lafayette. In No. 1 singles play, 
sophomore Kristen Meahl (Falmouth, Maine) 
notched a 6-4, 6-1 win while sophomores Ivette 
Konopka (Shelton, Conn.) and Kathryn Wilkie 
(Oak Brook, Ill.) added victories in singles 
action. The doubles teams of sophomore Hailee 
Lange (Miami, Fla.) and freshman Chase 
Fitzsimmons (Brielle, N.J) as well as junior 
Paige Brown (Huntington, N.Y.) and Megan 
Manahan (Waverly, Pa.) also contributed wins 
in the defeat of the Leopards. The team also 
defeated Manhattan, St. Francis (N.Y.), Smith 
College, Salve Regina and Hartford. Four-
year starter and senior captain Meg Moran 
(Concord, Mass.) also had a productive year 
for the Crusaders. The team will return nine of 
its 10 team members next season.
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Sam Rush
Senior, Women’s Hockey (Wakefield, Mass.) 

Rush led the team in goals (14), points 
(29) and power play goals (9). She tallied 
two short handed goals and also tied for 
the team lead in assists (15) and game 
winning goals (2).

Everett Shean
Freshman, Men’s Hockey (Lethbridge, Alberta) 

The freshman led the team in goals (15) 
and shots on goal (114) and tied for third 
in total points (24). He was also named to 
the Atlantic Hockey All-Rookie Team.

Nikki Bolduc
Senior, Women’s Lacrosse (Stratham, N.H.) 

The tri-captain led the team in goals (38) 
and total points (46) and added two game 
winning goals. For her career, she had 97 
goals, 27 assists and 124 points. She was 
also named All-Patriot League first team. 

Chris Smirti
Sophomore, Men’s Lacrosse (Cold Spring Harbor, 
N.Y.) 

The second year attacker tied the school 
record for goals in a game with eight at 
Dartmouth. For the season, he led the 
team with 18 goals and was second in 
points scored with 23.

Briana McFadden
Sophomore, Women’s Basketball (Wheaton, Md.) 

McFadden was named the Patriot League 
Player of the Year and to the All-Patriot 
League first team. She led the league in 
free throw percentage and was second in 
scoring at 13.8 points per game.

Gil Gomez
Senior, Baseball (Lake Worth, Fla.) 

Gomez hit .310 with a .514 slugging 
percentage and tied for the team lead with 
five home runs. He had 28 runs batted in, 
led the team with 73 total bases and was 
also 2-0 with one save on the mound. 

Lesley Bautista
Junior, Women’s Track (St. John’s, Newfoundland) 

Bautista broke her own school record, 
clearing 12 feet in the pole vault against 
Maine. She also finished in third place at 
the Patriot League Indoor Championship 
and fourth place at the New England 
Indoor Championship.

Nathaniel Couture
Senior, Men’s Track (Taunton, Mass.) 

The senior is the school record holder in 
the javelin with a toss of 212’03” at the 
2007 NCAA Division I Outdoor Track & 
Field East Regional. The throw was good 
for a 10th place finish in the event.



Alumni
Athletes
Reunite
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4th Annual HC Baseball 
Leadoff Dinner
The 4th annual HC Baseball Leadoff 
Dinner was held on Saturday, Jan. 19 at 
the Hogan Campus Center ballroom. The 
event included a social hour and a silent 
auction of sports memorabilia followed by 
a buffet dinner. Joining Head Coach Greg 
DiCenzo (pictured, center) were Holy 
Cross Varsity Club Hall of Fame member 
Peter Colombo ’79 (right), the alumni 
honoree for the evening, and former Red 
Sox and current professional baseball player 
Lou Merloni (left), the keynote speaker. 
All proceeds from the evening benefited 
the Crusader Baseball program. Alumni 
present included:

Don Prohovich ’56
Mike Kickham ’58
Dick Berardino ’59
Joe Sack ’67
Ty Brennan III ’72
Len Pepe ’75
Art Davidson ’76
Jack Laurendeau ’79
Rick Daigneault ’80
Tim O’Malley ’80
Mike Hallisey ’82
Mike Cunningham ’95
Ed Turner ’04
Steve Buckley ’05

Men’s Basketball Alumni Game
The Men’s Basketball team held their annual alumni game and reception on Saturday, 
Feb. 9 over Winter Homecoming weekend. Twenty eight alumni were back for the day 
with 18 playing in the game. The white team defeated the purple team 97-69 as Rob 
Feaster ’95 scored 36 points. A reception followed in the Bud Ryan ’41 room as the current 
HC team defeated Lafayette 77-57. A second gathering followed the current Men’s game 
at Crossroads Pub on campus at the general HC alumni reception. Alumni present for 
the day included:

Charlie Bollinger ’49
Togo Palazzi ’54
Ron Perry ’54
Richard Murphy ’66
Ralph Willard ’67
Rod DeLeaver ’74
Pat Padden ’78
Mike Vicens ’78
Joe Kringdon ’80
Ron Perry ’80
John Moynihan ’83
Christos Zikos ’83
John Benzan ’85
Jim McCaffrey ’86
Lorn Davis ’90
Jim Nairus ’91
Roger Breslin ’93
Rick Mashburn ’93
Frank Powell ’93
Bill Walker ’93
Rob Feaster ’95
Damon Hart ’96
Keith Driscoll ’97
Pat Tutwiler ’97
John Hightower ’99
Chris Spitler ’00
Geo Sanchez ’02
Dan Brault ’05

Women’s Basketball Alumnae Game
The Women’s Basketball team held their annual alumnae game and reception on Saturday, Feb. 16 after 
the current HC women’s team defeated Bucknell 73-67. Fifteen alumnae were back for the day with 14 
playing in the game. The purple team was made up of players graduating in 2003 or earlier and the white 
team was comprised of players from 2004-2007. The purple team defeated the white team in overtime 
54-52. A reception followed in the Bud Ryan ’41 room. Alumnae present for the day included:

Kathy Flacke Muncil ’80
Kathy Courtney ’97
Tiffinay Rutnik ’98
Amy O’Brien Davagian ’99
Anna Kinne Patel ’00

Jeanette Paukert ’02
Elisa Zawadzkas ’02
Katie O’Keefe Wilson ’03
Patty Fitzgerald ’04
Caitlin Agostinacchio ’05

Jess Conte ’06
Sarah Placek ’06
Ashley Brennan-McBride ’07
Kaitlin Foley ’07
Brittany Keil ’07

Mike Marron ’05
Keith Simard ’06
Andrew Sweeney ’06
James Aldrich ’07
Kevin Beglane ’07
Matt Blake ’07
Scott Hampe ’07
Mike Miller ’07
Rob Oteri ’07
Matt Perron ’07
Norm Roth ’07
Patrick Rutherford ’07
Andrew Tenaglia ’07
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Men’s Lacrosse 25th Reunion Event 
The 1983 Holy Cross Men’s Lacrosse team 
held their 25th reunion on Saturday, April 
5. This team compiled a record of 12-2, 
the best mark in school history. A pregame 
gathering of HC alumni and parents was 
held in the Bud Ryan ’41 room followed by 
the current team taking on Lafayette on the 
Hart Center Turf. A list of those alumni 
from the team back for the day included:

Steve McKenna ’83
Bob Moriarty ’83
Larry Hodgman ’84
Steve LaPorte ’84
Mark McCormack ’84
Bob Nixon ’84
George Paletta ’84
John Pietropaoli ’84
Kirk Pinto ’84
John Carey ’85

Men’s Ice Hockey Alumni Game
The Men’s Ice Hockey team held their 
annual alumni game on Sunday, Feb. 3 at 
the Hart Center rink. Three 20-minute 
periods were played and the result was 
a 16-16 tie. A shootout was then used to 
decide the outcome. A reception followed 
in the Bud Ryan ’41 room. Alumni present 
for the day included:

Bill Bellerose ’77
John Gillis ’88
Mike Brennan ’89
Paul Pearl ’89
Denis Cronin ’90
Lance Brady ’93
Terrence Butt ’95
John Foristall ’98
Chris Shaker ’03

Baseball 30th Reunion Event

The 1978 Holy Cross Baseball team held their 30th reunion on Saturday, April 
19 at Fitton Field. The Crusaders compiled a record of 27-14-2, was runner-up 
in the ECAC tournament, and won a game in the NCAA Tournament. Their 27 
wins represent a Holy Cross baseball modern era school record. Members of that 
team back for the day included:

Chet Forman ’78
Rick Jasinski ’78
Joe Sinkewicz ’78
Peter Colombo ’79
Dennis McGuire ’79
Kevin O’Quinn ’79
Rick Daigneault ’80
Rick Gross ’80
Phil Johnson ’80
Ron Perry ’80
Neil Solomon ’80
John Ahern ’81
Jack Casali ’81
Gerry Curley ’81

Field Hockey Alumnae Game
The Field Hockey team held their annual 
alumnae day on Saturday, April 26 at the 
Hart Center Turf. Current and former 
players enjoyed a day of pinny/flag tag, a 
2-on-2 skills  competition and a scrimmage 
won by the alumnae by a score of 3-0. The 
day concluded with a lunch and social 
gathering. Those back for the day included: 

Catherine Yukiko Minami ’94
Ali Roberts Hawk ’99
Kim Ferguson White ’01
Jill LeClair ’04
Heather Yanusas ’04

Softball 10th Reunion Event  

The 1998 Holy Cross Softball team held 
their 10th reunion on Sunday, April 13 
at Freshman Field. This team is the first 
Patriot League champion in HC softball 
history. Alumnae back for the day were, 
from left to right: Jennifer Jenkins Powers ’99, Amy Falite Masters ’98, Shelly Richard 
’01, Allison Egbert ’98, Julieanne Sees ’01, Stephanie Marcucci ’00, Tiffany DeCoff ’01, 
Jamie Olenoski Fiatarone ’01 and Head Coach Bob Neville.

Bill Deehan ’85
Sean Fitzpatrick ’85
Matt Brand ’86
Neill Kelly ’86
Dave Prior ’86
Pat Rogers ’86
Brian Waldron ’86
Andy Grossman— 
Assistant Coach

Matt Conway ’04
Tim Coskren ’04
R.J. Irving ’04
Greg Kealey ’04
Jonas Tomiuck ’05
Andrew Weber ’06
Rob Godfrey ’07
Sean Nappo ’07

EARC Crew Reunion
The Holy Cross Rowing Association organized social gatherings for alumni, parents, and 
friends the weekend of May 17-18 to celebrate Holy Cross’ entry in the Eastern Sprints 
Regatta. The races took place on Lake Quinsigamond in Worcester, with the Holy Cross 
boats faring well against some of the best collegiate rowing programs in the country.  
Alumni from the mid-1980s through the 2000s, along with several parents and friends, 
lined the shores and nearby pubs of Lake Quinsigamond to cheer on their Crusaders.

Cathleen Kerman ’05
Caitlin Moynihan ’05
Susie Whelan ’07
Meg Galligan—Former Head Coach
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Crusader Replay
The Softball team captured its first ever Patriot 
League championship with a 4-3 victory over 
Lehigh. After dropping their first game, the reg-
ular season champions came from behind in the 
losers’ bracket of the double-elimination league 
tournament by winning four straight games. Ju-
nior Genoa Grosch was named PL MVP and 
Co-Pitcher of the Year for the second time in 
three seasons. For the season, HC had a record 
of 31-19-1, most wins in school history, and 
ended the season ranked ninth in the region. 

 

The Baseball team went 18-6 and advanced to 
the College World Series. Jack Ringel hit a three 
run homer in the bottom of the 10th to give 
Holy Cross the District I championship over 
UConn and a trip to Omaha. The Crusaders 
pulled off one of the biggest upsets in the his-
tory of the Series behind a spectacular pitching 
performance by Hal Deitz. The junior blanked 
eventual national champion Southern California 
3-0 in the first round. It was the only shutout the 
Trojans suffered in 42 games that year.  

1998
10 years ago

1983
25 years ago

1958
50 years ago

The Men’s Lacrosse team posted the best record 
in school history going 12-2 (.857) and a fourth 
place ranking in the New England Division III 
poll and an 11th place finish in the overall New 
England poll. The Crusaders outscored their 
opponents by a 164-84 margin. Senior captains 
were midfielder Al Cosio, defenseman Rob Tor-
torella, and goalie Bob Moriarty. Leading the 
attack for Coach Bob Lindsay’s “Purple Pack” 
was junior George Paletta with 39 goals and 42 
assists.  


