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A record-setting season
Baseball vied for Patriot League title and NCAA Regional Tournament berth
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Dear Friends of Crusader Athletics,
It is hard to believe that another academic year has come to a close. 
We bid farewell to the Class of 2012 and wished them success as 
they embark on the next phase of their young adult lives. Alumni 
were back on campus for two great reunion weekends, and staff on 
campus are now working hard to prepare for the arrival of the Class 
of 2016. As we look toward a bright future for Holy Cross Athletics, 
it is important to take a moment to remember some of the highlights 
from the past year:
•  The Women’s Basketball team made its 16th appearance in the Patriot League 

Championship game, eventually falling to No. 1 seeded Navy in Annapolis. With 
their strong finish, the Crusaders earned their first-ever bid to the Women’s Basketball 
Invitational (WBI), making it to the tournament’s quarterfinal game. 

•  The Baseball team posted an impressive victory over #4 Texas A&M in College 
Station, Texas, early into their season, which closed late in May after an impressive 
run to the Patriot League Championships vs. Army. The 2012 Crusaders made it to 
the League Championship for the second time in three years, posted the most wins 
(33) in school history, and achieved the highest winning percentage in 32 years, not to 
mention a two-game sweep over College World Series contestant, Stony Brook. Head 
Coach Greg DiCenzo was honored as New England Coach of the Year.

•  The Women’s Lacrosse team concluded the season with a winning record and tied 
for second place in the Patriot League. The Crusaders made it to their fifth Patriot 
League Championship game in program history, where they fell to No. 1 seed, Navy.

•  The Men’s Rowing team competed in the final day of the International Rowing 
Association (IRA) National Championship in Camden, N.J., with the varsity four placing 
first in the petite final over Harvard, Wisconsin, Temple, Boston University and Yale.

•  Holy Cross student-athletes have again achieved tremendous success in the 
classroom, as 17 varsity teams received Division I Academic Progress Rate public 
recognition awards from the NCAA. Holy Cross tied for the fourth-most awards in 
the nation. Other schools with at least 17 teams receiving public recognition awards 
include: Dartmouth (23), Brown (20), Harvard (18), Bucknell (17), Notre Dame (17), 
Pennsylvania (17), and Yale (17).

In this issue, read about the road to success for this year’s Baseball team under fifth-year 
Head Coach Greg DiCenzo, and the 2012 seniors, his first recruiting class. We will also 
introduce a few new faces on the Athletics department staff: Volleyball Head Coach Erin 
Cady, Men’s Lacrosse Head Coach Jim Morrissey, and Men’s Soccer Head Coach Marco 
Koolman. These coaches have very impressive backgrounds, and I look forward to their 
bright futures here on The Hill. 
The generosity of  alumni, parents and friends is critical to our achievements, both on 
and off the field. I want to thank all donors for your continued and loyal support of our 
27 varsity programs through the Crusader Athletics Fund, despite challenging economic 
times. The Crusader Athletics Fund provides budget-enhancing resources to our pro-
grams, benefiting coaches and student-athletes, providing them with the means to be 
competitive. As we move forward with the initiatives identified in the strategic plan for 
Athletics, we hope we can count on your continued invaluable support.
Lastly, I want to wish you a happy and healthy summer.  I look forward to seeing you on 
campus Aug. 30 for the second-ever night game at Fitton Field. Our Football team takes 
on New Hampshire under the lights as we honor the latest inductees to the Football Ring 
of Fame. It is sure to be another exciting night to be a Crusader!

Richard M. Regan, Jr. ’76
Director of Athletics



A record-setting season
Baseball vied for Patriot League Title and NCAA Regional Tournament berth
By Chris Edmonds ’04

T
hey had been in a similar posi-
tion before, a must-win spot. 
This time, there was more at 
stake. A loss would mean the 

end of their season, a historic charge that 
spanned the previous four months. 

On May 20 in West Point, N.Y., Holy 
Cross was facing Army for the league 
title and chance to play in the NCAA 
regional tournament—and they were 
down a game in the best-of-three series.

Trailing 1-0 after three innings, the 
Crusaders grabbed the lead in the fourth 
when Jordan Enos and Brandon Cipolla 
launched home runs out to left field. A 
run in the fifth put Holy Cross ahead, 
3-1, before Army came back to take a 4-3 
lead in the top of the seventh. 

With nine outs to prolong their season, 
the Crusaders scored a pair of runs in the 
seventh—on a Chris Sintetos RBI single, 
and an Army throwing error—and in the 
eighth—again on Army errors—to claim 
a 7-4 win.

“We didn’t have our heads down” enter-
ing Game Two, said Mike Ahmed, a 
junior-to-be and a 2013 co-captain. “We 
battled, and we got the win.”

Game Three stretched over two days on 
account of inclement weather. On May 
21, the game was suspended after six 
innings with the score 4-4. When the 
game resumed the following day, the 
Black Knights posted four unanswered 
runs, winning the game, 8-4, and the 
championship series, 2-1.

“We were ready to play, but they came 
up with the big plays, the big hits that 
second day,” Enos said.

The loss ended a season that saw the 
team set records for the most wins in 
a season (33) since 1921 and the most 
wins in Patriot League play (13). Those 
accomplishments, however, didn’t com-
pensate for falling short of the team’s 
ultimate goal.

“It was an unsuccessfully successful sea-
son,” said head coach Greg DiCenzo. “It 
was a year in which we accomplished a lot 
of our goals, but not our No. 1 goal—to 
win the Patriot League and to be playing 
in the regional tournament.”

Such lofty expectations have become the 
new norm on The Hill.

Early decisions
The 2012 Crusaders were no strangers 
to winning in times of backs-to-the-wall 
necessity. In three of their five Patriot 
League series, they lost  Game One and 
came back to take the second game.

But the trend began much earlier. It went 
right back to the start of the season, when 
the Crusaders headed south to College 
Station, Texas, to play Texas A&M, then 
the No. 4 team in the country. 

A day after pushing the Aggies to 11 
innings before falling, 3-2, Holy Cross 

proved it would be no early-season fod-
der for the Big XII stalwarts. The teams 
again fought into extras. This time, 
Holy Cross prevailed, 7-3. Sintetos, who 
would deliver another clutch hit a few 
months later at West Point, knocked in 
the winning run. Ahmed, who singled 
and scored the second run in the 10th, 
retired the Aggies in order in the bottom 
half of the inning to secure the win.

The improbable win revealed the ball 
club’s potential.

“A team in our circumstances is not ex-
pected to win” against a team like Texas 
A&M, said closer John Colella. “And 
a lot of teams would have packed it in 
after losing the first game, but we came 
back the next day and beat them. At that 
point, we knew we could have a pretty 
successful season.”

For the coaching staff, the team’s reaction 
to the season-opening loss was nearly as 
valuable as the victory.

(continued on p. 2)
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Patrick Puentes ’13 was named First Team All-Patriot League.
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“In years past, guys might have felt a 
sense of having reached some success in 
being so close and losing to the No. 4 
team in the country, but the players were 
visibly angry and upset—and that was a 
tell-tale sign that they fully expected to 
win every game,” DiCenzo said.

Not that the A&M win launched an 
extended winning streak. Victories were 
tough to come by in the early going, al-
though the Crusaders topped the likes of 
Charlotte, Winthrop and Albany before 
winter turned into spring. 

Entering play March 20, Holy Cross was 
7-7, but before the month was out, a win 
over a local rival and another bounce-
back effort would springboard the team 
into its league schedule.

Up first was a trip to Boston College—
and a 3-1 win in Chestnut Hill. Chris 
Kono worked seven innings of one-run 
ball, and Enos came through at the plate. 
The win, said 2012 co-captain Matt 
Croglio, was “a blast.”

“My junior year [2011], we won at home, 

2-1, in a game in the snow—BC didn’t even 
want to be there,” Croglio said. “This year, 
we went into their place, and Chris threw a 
great game and shut them down.”

The following weekend, Crusaders 
notched another tell-tale moment. 
That Saturday, they lost a double-
header to Columbia, managing just 
a single run in 18 innings. The next 
day, they took both games from Stony 
Brook, a top-30 team nationally at the 
time, which ended up a top-10 team.

Head Coach Greg DiCenzo leads the team onto the field.
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“The true measure of a team is how you 
bounce back after a tough day at the of-
fice,” DiCenzo said. “To sweep Sunday 
at home against a top-30 team, that tells 
you what type of ball club you have.”

‘Changing the culture’
Developing such a ball club hasn’t 
happened over night. It was a process 
DiCenzo began upon arriving at Holy 
Cross in 2007. The aim was and is 
simple: to identify and recruit players 
nationwide capable of performing at a 

high level in the classroom and on the 
diamond. 

“The college has been really supportive of 
our players and our program,” DiCenzo 
said. “They’ve allowed us to improve our 
schedule drastically, which allows me 
to go out and showcase the college at a 
national level, which has allowed us to 
recruit on a national level, which has al-
lowed us to bring in players excited about 
and interested in playing at Holy Cross 
and getting a great education.”

As academic standards increase, so too 
do standards for the Baseball team, 
DiCenzo said.

“It’s about trying to continually get bet-
ter players and better students each year,” 
he said. “I say to all the guys that my job 
this summer is to go out and find a better 
player, a player who can push you—that’s 
how you build any team.”

DiCenzo recruited his first class five 
years ago. Last year, John Pedrotty 

(continued on p. 5)
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Profile
Elle Carolan (Rowing, Coxswain)
Wealth Advisory at Glenmede Investment and Wealth Management 
Philadelphia, Pa.

How would you describe 
your experiences as a 
Holy Cross student-athlete?

I loved the experience! Joining the crew 
team was without a doubt the best deci-
sion I’ve ever made. Amazing friends, 
supportive coaches, working hard, and 
unforgettable races is just the beginning. 
Being involved in crew opened up doors.   

What inspires you to 
give back to the Rowing 
Program through the 
Crusader Athletics Fund?

The short answer is because of my coach, 
Tom Sullivan ’70.  

Sull really drilled the whole idea of bal-
ance, priorities, values and helping others 
into each athlete he worked with. My ex-
perience on the crew team was amazing 
from an athletic viewpoint because I was 
not only taught how to succeed in crew, 
but ultimately, how to succeed in life. Sull 

was a wonderful role model who I learned 
life lessons from on a daily basis: getting 
to see how he handled himself not only 
as a coach, but also as a business owner, 
family man and someone who gave back 
to the community. 

If I hadn’t attended HC and joined the 
crew team, I wouldn’t be the person who 
I am today and I most likely wouldn’t be 
at Glenmede or PCR. I give back because 
crew helped shape my own values.

What would you say 
to others to encourage 
them to give to the 
Crusader Athletics Fund?

Athletes, regardless of sport, share a pas-
sion for excellence. It’s a rare experience 
to be a college athlete and it shapes your 
identity. The fact that Holy Cross em-
phasizes the education and enrichment 
of the student-athlete is increasingly rare 
in collegiate sports and is something that 
all Crusaders should be proud of. We 

learned at the highest levels both in the 
classroom and on the playing field. If you 
were grateful for shared experiences with 
your coaches and teammates, give back 
so that future generations can experience 
what you have. 

Anything else you would 
like to add?

I also volunteer at Philadelphia City 
Rowing as the Director of Mentoring. 
PCR is non-profit dedicated to empow-
ering youth through the sport of row-
ing. We’re committed to providing our 
athletes and coaches with every resource 
that they need to compete locally, region-
ally and nationally. We believe that by 
providing mentoring, academic support 
and a highly structured athletic program 
that we can close the achievement gap, 
stem the Philly drop-out epidemic, put 
more young people on the path to higher 
education, and inspire them to reach 
their full potential.

I recruit mentors from the Boathouse 
Row community and match them with 
our amazing kids. We have a strong 
HC presence with PCR mentors Adam 
Furlong ’09, Erick Winstead ’09 and Dan 
McGlinn ’10. Additionally, Tom Sullivan, 
Jr. ’95 is engaged through our ‘Leadership, 
Success and Rowing’ speaker series. It’s 
great to have so many people from HC 
Rowing giving back to the community 
through a sport we all love.

Gifts to the Crusader Athletics Fund provide funds over and above what is already budgeted 
by the College, and give our student athletes and coaches the enhanced resources they need to 
compete. This year, the College was challenged by a longtime Holy Cross family to reach for 60 
percent participation over the next couple of years. 
Why 60 percent? 
Sixty percent (or 3 in every 5 alumni) would put us at the top of the national rankings. 
Why does that matter?
In 2011, Holy Cross was ranked #9 in the U.S. News & World Report listing of “most loved 
Colleges” by alumni, based on the rate at which our alumni give. These accolades elevate the na-
tional profile of Holy Cross, increase our selectivity, improve our reputation—and demonstrate 
to the world the pride and enthusiasm of our alumni. 
Make  a gift to the Crusader Athletics Fund and help Holy Cross maintain or exceed 55 percent 
this year—and reach 60 percent or higher in the years to come.
For more information about the Crusader Athletics Fund, please contact Maggie Hayden 
Bramley ’98, Director of the Holy Cross Fund, at (508) 793-2421 or mbramley@holycross.edu. 

BE ONE OF

REACHING FOR 60%
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Accolades poured in for this year’s Baseball team. 
Here’s a look at the honorees:

MLB Draft

 Nate Koneski ’12, 19th round pick by the Seattle Mariners

Patriot League awards

 First team: Nate Koneski ’12, John Colella ’13, Mike Ahmed ’14,  
 Alex Maldonado ’13, Patrick Puentes ’13

 Second team: Jordan Enos ’13, Brandon Cipolla ’14

 Academic team: Jordan Enos ’13, Patrick Puentes ’13, 
 Nate Koneski ’12

 Preseason team: Alex Maldonado ’13, Stephen Wadsworth ’13,  
 Josh Olson ’13

 Weekly honors: John Colella ’13, Jordan Enos ’13, 
 Patrick Puentes ’13, Nate Koneski ’12, Mike Ahmed ’14

 Weekly rookie honors: Evan Ocello ’15

AT&T Crusader of the Week
 John Colella ’13 (named March 26)

 Nate Koneski ’12 (named April 9)

NEIBA Division 1 awards
 Coach of the year: Greg DiCenzo

 All-Star Game selections: Nate Koneski ’12, John Colella ’13

CBI Regional Pitcher of the Week
 John Colella ’13 (named March 15)

Worcester-area awards
 Coach of the year: Greg DiCenzo

 Pitcher of the year: Nate Koneski ’12

 First team: Jordan Enos ’13, Patrick Puentes ’13, John Colella ’13,  
 Mike Ahmed ’14

 Second team: Alex Maldonado ’13, Thomas Marra ’13, 
 Brandon Cipolla ’14

Team awards
 Ray Dobens Award for most improved player: Jordan Enos ’13

 Ron Soucie Award for outstanding rookie: Donny Murray ’15

 Hop Riopel Award for most valuable player: John Colella ’13

 Robert T. Curran Leadership Award: Matt Croglio ’12

 Ronald S. Perry-James T. Conlon Award for outstanding pitcher:  
 Nate Koneski ’12

HONOR ROLL

The 2012 Crusaders had eight members of the team 
named to the Patriot League Academic Honor Roll.

departed early to sign with the Arizona 
Diamondbacks. This year, Croglio, 
Sintetos, Steve Tkowski and Nate 
Koneski collected their diplomas.

“In terms of changing the culture of 
the program, no class has done more,” 
DiCenzo said. “They committed to 
Holy Cross when they were juniors [in 
high school] and Holy Cross had won 12 
games the previous year. My first summer 
at Holy Cross, I told them all the things 
we planned to do—play for champion-
ships, play a tougher schedule, play in 
nationally recognized games.”

Those promises came true, with games 
against Texas A&M and Louisiana State 
University in 2011, and with trips to the 
Patriot League championship series in 
2010 and 2012.

The next step is a Patriot League title and 
a trip to the NCAA regional tournament. 
That next step is the new expectation, for 
players and coaches alike.

“The players’ expectations mirror the 
coaches’: We expect to win every game on 
the schedule,” DiCenzo said. “Obviously, 
every team has letups and loses games, 
but we’re hoping guys can find a way to 
grind out a tough, long season and put 
themselves in a position to a ring. That 
should be their goal.”

(continued on p. 6)
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Next year is a 
new season
So what about avoiding the trap of think-
ing that because you were good last year, 
you’ll automatically be good—or bet-
ter—next year? Ahmed and fellow 2013 
co-captain Colella just don’t see the team 
falling victim to complacency, not when 
there’s so much left to achieve.

“Personally,” Colella said, “I want a team 
that’s not satisfied with going 33-21. I 
want to put together a historically good 
season, put up 40 wins, not lose a game 
where we think we’re the better team, 

Coach DiCenzo talks with players in the dugout.

Holy Cross Football to Play 
Home Night Game Again

The  Holy Cross Football team will play the second-ever night game at Fitton Field 
in its season opener against the University of New Hampshire on Thursday, Aug. 
30. This date also marks the induction of the third class of Crusaders to the Football 
Ring of Honor. Ronnie Cahill ’40, Pat McCarthy ’63 and Jeff Wiley ’89 will all be 
honored during the game with the unveiling of named signage at Fitton Field. 

Tickets can be purchased by calling (508) 793-2573 or 
online at www.tickets.com.

and bring the same intensity and focus to 
Game One that we bring to Game 12 to 
Game 30 to the final game of the year.”

That begins this summer, with DiCenzo 
on the recruiting trail and players scat-
tering to summer leagues, in places like 
northern New York and Cape Cod, and 
playing against competition they’re likely 
to face in big games. Colella faced Texas 
A&M players in a summer league after 
his freshman year. That, he said, gave him 
confidence heading into February’s games.

“When we play these teams, we know 
they’re no more talented than we are,” he 
said. “We knew we could play with them, 

John Collela ’13 earned Patriot League First 
Team accolades.

could pitch against them. On a talent 
basis, we could stand up against them.”

Returning to campus in August means 
the start of fall play, long hours in the 
weight room and winter workouts in 
weather more appropriate for pond 
hockey than bunting drills. And the 
process of building a winning team will 
start anew.

“We have to expect nothing,” Colella 
said, “We have to prove ourselves all 
over again.”
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Meet Our Newest Coaches

Erin Cady 
Volleyball

Marco Koolman 
Men’s Soccer

Jim Morrissey 
Men’s Lacrosse

E r i n  C a d y 
completed her 
first season as 
the head coach 
of the Volley-
ball program in 
2012.  She was 
named the pro-
gram’s  ninth 
head coach in 
April of 2011, 
after serving as 

an assistant coach at Holy Cross in the 
2010 season.

In Coach Cady’s first season, the Cru-
saders went 10-21 overall and 6-8 in 
the Patriot League. The team’s six Pa-
triot League wins tied their most ever 
as they went 6-8 in 2004 and 6-6 in 
2000. Holy Cross’ fifth place finish in 
the league was its best since 2004 when 
they also placed fifth.

The 2006 University of New Hampshire 
graduate had an outstanding career on 
the volleyball court, as she was a three-
time All-America East Conference se-
lection and a two-time team captain for 
the Wildcats. Cady earned All-America 
East honors in 2003 and 2005 and was 
only the fourth player in school history 
to record 1,000 career kills. In 2002 and 
2003, she helped lead the Wildcats to a 
pair of America East titles and two trips 
to the NCAA Tournament. As a stu-
dent-athlete at UNH she was an Aca-
demic Scholar Athlete and a member of 
the Dean’s List in every season.  Follow-
ing graduation, Cady played profession-
al volleyball for the SWE-Volley Team in 
Erfurt, Germany.

Prior to her time at Holy Cross, Cady 
spent the 2008 and 2009 seasons as a 
graduate assistant volleyball coach at 
New Hampshire. She also earned coach-
ing experience as the head coach of the 
Junior Olympic New Hampshire Sea-
coast 18 Elite team.

Jim Morrissey 
recently com-
p l e t e d  h i s 
second season 
a s  t h e  h e a d 
coach of the 
H o l y  C r o s s 
men’s lacrosse 
team in 2012. 
He ser ved as 
the inter im 
head coach for 

the Crusaders’ final nine games of the 
2011 season. Morrissey helped to guide 
Holy Cross to a 2-7 record during that 
time. Morrissey had originally joined the 
Crusaders as an assistant coach and re-
cruiting coordinator in the fall of 2010.

In Morrissey’s first full season as head 
coach, the Crusaders went 5-10 overall. 
HC finished third in the Patriot League 
with a .510 face-off percentage. On the 
season, the Crusaders picked up 425 
ground balls, which were the most since 
they earned 519 in the 2002 season.

Before coming to Holy Cross, Morrissey 
served as an assistant coach at Cor-
nell for the 1998 season, and then was 
an assistant coach at Syracuse in 1999 
and 2000. During his tenure with the 
Orangemen, the team won the NCAA 
championship in 2000 and finished as 
the NCAA Tournament runner-up in 
1999. Most recently, Coach Morrissey 
spent two years as an assistant coach at 
Hobart in 2007 and 2008.

The 1996 graduate of Syrcause had a 
standout collegiate career for the Orange, 
where he was a two-time All-American 
and a member of two national champi-
onship teams. Following his time at Syra-
cuse, Morrissey played professionally for 
the Syracuse Smash of the National La-
crosse League and the Rochester Rattlers 
of Major League Lacrosse.

Marco Koolman 
w a s  n a m e d 
the Men’s Soc-
cer head coach 
in March of 
2012. Coach 
Koolman owns 
an impressive 
career record of 
201-75-28 as a 
collegiate head 
coach, and cur-

rently ranks 13th all-time in NCAA 
Division II history with a .707 career 
winning percentage.

Prior to coming to Holy Cross, Kool-
man served as the head coach and di-
rector of soccer at the Spire Institute in 
Geneva, Ohio from July 2011 to March 
2012. During the 2009 and 2010 seasons 
he served on the staff at Boston College. 
While at BC, Koolman helped the Eagles 
to two trips to the NCAA Tournament.  

Prior to his tenure at Boston College, 
Coach Koolman spent nine seasons as 
the head coach at Franklin Pierce Uni-
versity, winning the NCAA Division II 
national championship in 2007. The Ra-
vens went 127-46-22 overall and 86-21-
10 in the Northeast-10 Conference dur-
ing Koolman’s tenure, making six consec-
utive appearances in the NCAA Tourna-
ment from 2003-2008. He was named 
National Coach of the Year by the Na-
tional Soccer Coaches Association of 
America in 2007.

Prior to his time at Franklin Pierce, 
Koolman was the head coach at Gan-
non University from 1991-1996. He led 
the Golden Knights to an overall record 
of 74-29-6 during his six-year tenure. A 
native of the Netherlands, Koolman was 
a four-year letterwinner for the Golden 
Knights from 1987-1990, and still ranks 
second all-time at Gannon with 44 ca-
reer assists.
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SportS recap

MEN’S BASKETBALL 
The  Men’s Basketball team 
finished the 2011-2012 
campaign with an overall record 
of 15-14, marking the ninth time 
in the last 12 seasons in which 
the Crusaders have posted 
a winning record. Holy Cross 
began the year by going 6-8 
in the non-conference portion 
of its schedule, including an 
impressive 86-64 victory over 
Boston College at the DCU 
Center.   
The Crusaders opened Patriot 

League play with an 84-78 win over eventual conference 
champion Lehigh, and stood 2-0 in league play before 
dropping five of their next six contests. But Holy Cross 
came back to win its final six games of the regular season, 
including a 54-52 victory over rival Bucknell on Winter 
Homecoming weekend, to finish with a 9-5 record in 
conference play. Unfortunately, the Crusaders were not 
able to continue their success into the postseason, as they 
dropped an 84-76 decision to Lafayette in the quarterfinals 
of the Patriot League Tournament.
In the final Patriot League statistics, Holy Cross led the 
conference in three-point field goal percentage defense 
(30.5 percent) and blocked shots (4.4 blocks per game), 
while ranking third in rebounding (34.6 rebounds per 
game) and rebounding margin (+0.3 rebounds per game). 
Following the season, senior guard Devin Brown 
(Baltimore, Md.) earned second team All-Patriot League 
honors for the second year in a row. Brown averaged a 
team-best 14.6 points per game this year, while hitting 37.2 
percent of his three-point attempts and 75.0 percent of his 
free throws. Brown led the team in scoring 16 times this 
year and scored in double-figures 21 times. 
Freshman guard Justin Burrell (Dumfries, Va.) was 
selected as the Patriot League Rookie of the year, in 
addition to being chosen to the College Insider Mid-Major 
Freshman All-America team. He averaged 7.4 points, 3.7 
assists and 2.0 rebounds per game on the year, while 
hitting 77.4 percent of his free throws. He scored in double-
figures 10 times on the year, in addition to leading the team 
in assists 19 times.
Senior guard Mike Cavataio (Forest Hills, N.Y.) received 
the Richard J. Maloney Award, presented annually to 
the Men’s Basketball player who best exemplifies Mr. 
Maloney’s spirit and energy as a loyal contributor to the 
program. After missing 13 games early in the season due 
to injury, Cavataio came back to average 5.3 points and 
4.3 rebounds per contest, while hitting 80.0 percent of his 
free throws. During his career at Holy Cross, he totaled 693 
points, 394 rebounds and 155 assists.

WOMEN’S BASKETBALL
The Women’s Basketball team 
wrapped up its season with 
an overall record of 19-15, go-
ing 7-7 in Patriot League play. 
The squad defeated Army and 
American in the Patriot League 
Tournament, earning a bid into 
the 2012 Patriot League Cham-
pionship game, where they lost 
to Navy. The team’s shot at the 
crown was the 15th appear-
ance all-time for the Women’s 
Basketball program. The team 
followed with a bid into the WBI 

Tournament, losing in the quarterfinals to Manhattan. 
Three players earned 2011-2012 All-Patriot League hon-
ors. Sophomore guard Alex Smith (Delran, N.J) was 

named to the first team, while junior Amy Lepley (Nor-
folk, Mass.) earned second team honors. Freshman Em-
ily Parker (Johnston, Iowa) rounded out the awards, as 
she was named to the All-Rookie team. Smith concluded 
a fine second season on the team as she was also named 
to Miami Classic All-Tournament team and Patriot League 
Player of the Week (12/12). Her numbers impressed, as 
she led the team in scoring in 12 games and averaged 12.5 
points per outing. She led the team and Patriot League with 
183 total assists on the season, notching a career-high and 
ranking fourth on the Holy Cross single-season records list. 
Smith also averaged 2.5 three-pointers made per game, 
leading the league
Lepley ranked first on the team and third in the Patriot 
League in scoring average, putting up 13.4 points per 
game. She notched a team-high 26 double-figure outings, 
highlighted by a season and career-high 24 point outburst 
against American in the semifinals of the 2012 tournament. 
She led the team in scoring 13 times this season, a team-
best. She concluded the season as the team’s best shooter, 
making 49.9 percent of her field goal attempts. She was a 
true double-threat as she also led the team in rebounding, 
averaging a career-best 6.4 rebounds per game. She 
picked up six boards in the squad’s last game, breaking the 
500 career rebound mark. She is the first Crusader since 
Amy O’Brien in 1998-1999 to lead the team in both scoring 
and rebounding during a season. 
The team said goodbye to one senior this season as 
Meredith Ward (Westerly, R.I.) finished out her four-year 
career. She was named captain for the 2011-2012 season 
and started at guard in all 33 games, averaging a career-best 
30.4 minutes and 6.1 points per game. Ward notched four 
double-digit scoring outings, highlighted by her first career 
double-double against UMass on Nov. 22. She scored 14 
points and tallied a career-best 12 rebounds, almost doubling 
her previous high of seven rebounds. As a junior, Ward 
registered a Holy Cross single-game record when she went 
12-for-12 from the free throw line against Quinnipiac. 
One of the biggest reasons for Holy Cross’ success this past 
season was its ability to spread out the offense. Through 
the 34 games, seven of the 11 players on the roster scored 
in double-figures. Smith and Lepley led the pack with a 
combined 49 double-figure outings. All five of the team’s 
regular starters hit the double-figure mark at least once 
while sophomore Christine Ganser (Needham, Mass.) 
added six double-figure outings. Six different players have 
led the team in scoring this season as Parker has led the 
team in scoring seven times.

MEN’S ICE HOCKEy
The 2011-2012 Men’s Hockey 
team went 20-15-4 overall for 
the sixth 20-win season in 
program history and its first 
since going 27-10-2 in 2005-
2006. The Crusaders’ 15-8-4 
Atlantic Hockey record was their 
best since going 19-7-2 in 2005-
2006. 
The Crusaders upset No. 7 
Boston University on Oct. 
22 by a 5-4 score as it was 
the program’s first win over 
a ranked team since the 4-3 

NCAA Tournament overtime victory over No. 3 Minnesota 
on March 24, 2006. On Feb. 3 and with eight games left 
to play the Crusaders were tied for eighth place out of 12 
teams in Atlantic Hockey with an 8-8-3 league record and 
19 points. Holy Cross then finished tied for third place with 
34 points taking 15 of the 16 remaining available points. 
After the Crusaders swept Army in a best two-out-of-three 
Atlantic Hockey first round series at home, they then fell at 
Mercyhurst in three games in the quarterfinals.

The nine seniors of Kyle Atkins (Brockville, Ontario), 
Gianni Baldassari (Fort Wayne, Ind.), Matt Clune (To-
ronto, Ontario), Andrew Cox (Lombardy, Ontario) cap-
tain, Mike Daly (South Burlington, Vt.), Matthew Davis 
(Lancaster, N.Y.), Matt Gordon (Perth, Ontario), Luke 
Miller (Andover, Mass.) and Jay Silvia (Burlington, 
Mass.) were a part of 62 wins. This group contributed to 
three of the longest unbeaten streaks in program history. 
The Crusaders’ 12-game streak in 2010-2011 set a new 
school record.
Sophomore forward Adam Schmidt (Warrington, Pa.) 
earned second team All-Atlantic Hockey honors, while 
freshman goalie Matt Ginn (Lindsey, Ontario) was named 
to the All-Rookie team. Schmidt was the first Crusader 
to earn All-League accolades since 2008. Schmidt led 
the team with a career-best 18 goals and a career-best 
37 points. He was second with a career-best 19 assists. 
Schmidt was also named the Hockey Commissioners’ 
Association (HCA) National Division I Player of the Month 
for February. Ginn, who was named the HCA’s National 
Rookie of the Month for February, was named the Atlantic 
Hockey Rookie of the Week three times, Rookie of the 
Month twice and Goalie of the Week once. He went 17-8-2 
as his 17 wins are tied for second on the school’s Division 
I single-season list. 

WOMEN’S ICE HOCKEy
The Women’s Ice Hockey 
team (19-4-3, 14-3-1 ECAC 
East) concluded the 2011-
2012 season at the ECAC 
Open Championship in 
Manchester, N.H. on Feb 25-
26. The Crusaders defeated 
St. Michael’s in round one by 
a score of 3-0 but suffered a 
7-3 loss in the final to host St. 
Anselm. 
The senior class consisting 
of Carly Dominick-Sobol 
(Syracuse, N.Y.), Stacey 

Hochkins (New Boston, Mich.), Nicola Garat 
(Princeton, N.J.) and Amy Pfund (Tenafly, N.J.) ended 
their careers having totaled the most wins of any class in 
the history of the program. Their final record stands at 80-
19-7 over the past four years. Dating from March 1, 2008 to 
Dec. 4, 2011, these seniors were part of 94 of a record 96 
game streak without being shutout. 
Hochkins was selected as the 2011-2012 Crusader of the 
year. She earned second team All-America honors for the 
third consecutive year this season, in addition to earning 
first team All-ECAC East honors for the fourth year in a row. 
She was also named to the New England All-Star team 
for the third straight season, and received All-ECAC Open 
Tournament honors for the third time. During the 2011-
2012 campaign, Hochkins led the team with a school-
record 28 goals and 18 assists for 46 points. Hochkins 
ended her collegiate career having set all-time Holy Cross 
records in all six major offensive categories, totaling 103 
goals, 86 assists, 189 points, 18 game-winning goals, 22 
power play goals and 15 shorthanded goals.
Goaltender Dominick-Sobol ended her career ranking first 
in school history in save percentage at .926, third in goals 
against average at 1.72 and fourth in both wins (30) and 
saves (896). She also broke the single-season record in 
save percentage this season ending at .940, and holds 
fourth in single-season goals against average at 1.66. 
Garat ranks third in career game winning goals with 13, 
tied for third in shorthanded goals (4), fourth in goals (58), 
tied for sixth in power play goals with 14 and seventh in 
points with 98. 

MEN’S SWIMMING & DIvING
The Men’s Swim-
ming and Diving 
team finished the 
2011-2012 season 
with an eighth place 
finish at the Patriot 
League Champion-
ship on Feb. 16-18 
in Annapolis, Md. 
The Crusaders 

broke three school records during the three-day meet and 
sophomore Jan Yburan (Livingston, N.J.) broke a fourth 
school record earlier in the season. 
At the Patriot League Championship, junior Brian Power 
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(Southport, Conn.) set a new school mark in the 100 
breaststroke with a time of 58.42. Junior Brian Lyons 
(Greenwich, Conn.) set a new record in the 1,650 
freestyle touching the wall at 16:42.43. The 200 medley 
relay team comprised of yburan, Power, freshman Michael 
Brower (Falling Waters, W.Va.) and junior John Vatalaro 
(Strongsville, Ohio) set the new record at 1:38.83. yburan 
broke the school record in the 200 backstroke at the 
Worcester City Championship with a time of 1:57.00.
In the championship meet, Power qualified for the final 
session finishing with a time of 2:07.89 in the 200 yard 
breaststroke and 13th place in the preliminary heats. He 
finished with a time of 2:07.65 and 12th overall. Sophomore 
Kevin O›Connor (Ridgewood, N.J.) finished 21st in the 
400 yard IM with a time of 4:31.56 and freshman Michael 
Brower (Falling Waters, W.Va.) took 21st in the 200 yard 
butterfly with a time of 2:00.91. Sophomore Nick Videtti 
(Woodcliff Lake, N.J.) led Holy Cross in the one-meter dive 
at the championship finishing 12th with a score of 215.80. 

WOMEN’S SWIMMING & DIvING
T h e  W o m e n ’ s 
Swimming and Div-
ing team concluded 
the 2011-2012 sea-
son at the Patriot 
League Champion-
ship in Annapolis, 
Md. on Feb. 16-
18. Senior Annie 
O’Shea (Wash-

ington, D.C.) led the way for the Crusaders qualifying for 
final heat in the 200 yard butterfly with a time of 2:10.08, 
just under one second away from breaking her own school 
record, and 15th place finish overall. O’Shea also finished 
20th in the 100 butterfly with a time of 1:00.40.
Other top finishers for the Crusaders included Junior 
Kristen Desrosiers (Gorham, Maine) who landed in a tie 
for 18th with a time of 2:10.82 in the 200 yard IM. She 
also finished 20th in the 400 IM with a time of 4:41.99. 
Junior Natalie Livingston (Auburn, Wash.) finished 19th in 
the 100 yard breaststroke with a time of 1:10.60. Katelyn 
Desrosiers (Gorham, Maine) finished behind Livingston 
at 1:11.03. Senior Maggie Beaudouin (Madison, N.J.) 
and freshman Katherine Shreve (Sturbridge, Mass.) 
also finished 20th in their respective events with Beaudouin 
recording a time of 2:11.16 in the 200 yard backstroke and 
Shreve finishing at 2:30.54 in the 200 yard breaststroke.
On the diving side, senior Lindsay Mlazgar (Bloomington, 
Minn.) took 16th in the three-meter dive with a score of 
173.25. Sophomore Katie Luther (Omaha, Neb.) finished 
16th in the one-meter dive with a score of 144.60.

MEN’S GOLF
The Men’s Golf team completed 
the 2011-2012 season with 
a seventh place finish at the 
2012 Patriot League champion-
ship. Junior Steve Zychowski 
(Mendham, N.J.) capped 
another solid season as the 
team’s top performer in seven 
of the nine total events. He fin-
ished with a team-low strokes 
average of 75.4 in a team-high 
21 rounds. He tied his career-
low round with a 70 at the Blue 
Devil Invitational, the first con-

test of the season. He also won the individual title at the 
NEIGA Championship in October and earned his first ca-
reer Patriot League Golfer of the Month accolades for the 
performance. In all, Zychowski had five top-25 finishes on 
the season.
Sophomore Peter Cahill (Wellesley, Mass.) emerged as a 
top player in eight total rounds this season. In his first sea-
son of playing collegiate golf, Cahill finished with a strokes 
average of 78.5, tying for second lowest on the team. He 
recorded a season-low round of 74 twice, coming at the As-
sumption Shootout and the Patriot League championship. 
The golf team says goodbye to one senior, team captain 
Andrew Wong (Wailuku, Hawaii). Wong finished his ca-
reer on a high note, ranking second on the team in strokes 
average this season (78.5). He led the team individually 
once, tying for second place at the Assumption Shootout. 
His round of 74 in the competition marked a career-low. In 
all, Wong competed in 41 rounds as a Crusader, totaling 
3,273 strokes for a 79.8 strokes average.

WOMEN’S GOLF
The Women’s Golf team 
completed its 2011-2012 
season with a seventh place 
finish at the Jack Leaman 
Championship. The team 
competed in seven competitions 
total this past season, as the 
seventh place finish at the Jack 
Leaman was the team’s top 
performance.
The Crusaders say goodbye to 
four seniors, Ellie Deluca (New 
Canaan, Conn.), Madison Horl 
(Garden City, N.Y.), Melissa 

Magill (Staten Island, N.Y.) and Lauren McCarthy 
(Beverly, Mass). The senior class played in a total of 79.5 
rounds over their four years as Deluca led the pack with 
57.5 rounds. McCarthy followed with 13 career rounds, 
including nine this season. 
Deluca wrapped up a very consistent career at the Jack 
Leaman Championship. The senior was two strokes 
below 86 her season average of 87.9 and finished in the 
top 25 individually. Deluca played in a total of 57.5 rounds 
and finished with a career stokes average of 88.6. She 
tallied a career-low round of 78 in the Mount Holyoke 
Invitational this past fall.
Freshman Morgan Powers (Glastonbury, Conn.) 
emerged as the team’s top player over the 2011-2012 
season. The newcomer tied the team-high in rounds played 
(15) and led the squad in average strokes (85.5). She also 
paced the team in six of the seven events, earning three 
top-25 finishes. She led the squad in individual score in 
six events and recorded a season-low two-round score of 
163 twice. Her lowest round of the season, a 77, came at 
the Mount Holyoke Invitational and was the lowest round 
by any member of the Holy Cross team.

BASEBALL
The Baseball team earned a 
bid to the Patriot League tour-
nament for the fourth time in 
five years and fourth time un-
der head coach Greg DiCenzo 
with a regular season record of 
32-22 and 13-7 in the Patriot 
League. The team’s 33 total vic-
tories bests the program’s high-
est number of wins, set back in 
1921, while the 13 conference 
wins are a program-best. The 
squad also finished with an 
overall winning record for the 

just the second time since 1991 and for the second con-
secutive season. 
After beating Navy in the Patriot League semifinal series, 
Holy Cross has earned its second bid in three seasons 
to the Patriot League final series, falling to No. 1 Army in 
three games. The teams’ No. 2 seeding is the best in pro-
gram history.
Junior right-handed pitcher John Colella (Herndon, Va.) 
has left his mark on the Holy Cross Baseball program in all 
of his efforts this season. Colella, the team’s go-to closer, 
was chosen as a first-team All-Patriot League honoree af-
ter boasting a league-high 11 saves this season. His 11 
saves are a Holy Cross single season record, as he broke 
his own record of nine saves from last season. The righty 
broke the Holy Cross career saves record against Bucknell 
as he now has 20 saves in his career. 
Senior Nate Koneski (North Dighton, Mass.) led the 
team and Patriot League with 77 strikeouts, tallying a ca-
reer-best. His 77 strikeouts rank seventh on the program’s 
single season record list. He has 223 career strikeouts, 
ranking second all-time in Holy Cross baseball history. His 
7-2 record is a team-best as his seven wins rank first in 
the conference. He also posted a 2.12 ERA in 12 starts 
and pitched one shutout and two complete games. A first-
team All-Patriot League selection, Koneski also earned the 
team’s first-ever Perry-Colon award, given to the team’s 
top pitcher.  
Sophomore Mike Ahmed (East Longmeadow, Mass.) 
boosted the Holy Cross Baseball team not only at third 
base this season, but also on the mound. The local-prod-
uct was named to the first team All-Patriot League for the 
first time in his career after breaking out in Patriot League 
play. He led all conference players in runs scored (19), hits 

(28), home runs (4), doubles (7) and RBI (15). Overall, 
Ahmed led the league with seven home runs and ranked 
fourth with a .511 slugging percentage. His 39 total runs 
scored are a team-best. Ahmed also spent quality time on 
the bump for the Crusaders as he made 12 appearances 
in relief. He owns a 2-1 record, including his first career 
win against nationally-ranked Texas A&M. He also has two 
saves and a 3.45 ERA.

SOFTBALL
The Softball team wrapped 
up the 2012 season with a 
doubleheader against Central 
Connecticut State at Freshman 
Field on May 2. Junior Sam 
Fregenti (Melville, N.Y.) 
highlighted the final series by 
blasting her fourth home run 
of the season. Fregenti broke 
the Holy Cross record for 
career home runs against yale 
at the Rebel Spring Games in 
Kissimmee, Fla. and ended 
the season with 19 career long 
balls. She led the team with a 

.307 batting average, .449 slugging percentage, .360 on-
base percentage, 39 hits, 18 runs batted in and 57 total 
bases this season. Fregenti was named to the All-Patriot 
League second team. 
The Crusaders finished with a 9-36 overall record and 4-16 
mark in the Patriot League. Sophomore Alex Gustafson 
(Medford, Mass.) finished the season in second behind 
Fregenti with a .294 batting average, 37 hits, 12 runs 
batted in and 47 total bases. She was tied for second 
with two home runs on the year and led the team with 11 
multiple-hit games. She was named the Patriot League All-
Academic team and the All-Patriot League second team 
for the first time. 
Senior Camille Trainor (Worcester, Mass.) was the most 
versatile player on the 2012 roster, playing all nine positions 
at some point during the season. Trainor highlighted the 
doubleheader versus Hartford by catching the first game 
and pitching the second game of the twin bill. She ended the 
season tied for second on the team with two home runs and 
was also named to the Patriot League All-Academic team. 
Sophomore Kelliner Croushore (Claremont, Calif.) led 
the team with a nine-game hitting streak from March 31-April 
12. She was tied with senior Nicole Ortiz (Whittier, Calif.), 
who reached base safely in nine consecutive games, for 
the team high in that category. Ortiz ended the season 
third on the team with a .290 batting average. Senior Gwen 
Reimer (Pottsville, Pa.) led the team with 148 total plate 
appearances and 132 at-bats. She also finished first with 
eight steals was third on the team with 12 runs scored. 
Sophomore pitcher Julia Barrett (Gardner, Mass.) led the 
pitching staff with a 2.23 earned run average going 128.2 
innings in 23 appearances and striking out 74 batters. 

MEN’S LACROSSE
The 2012 Men’s Lacrosse 
team went 5-10 overall and 
0-6 in the Patriot League. 
The Crusaders picked up 425 
ground balls which were the 
most since they earned 519 
in the 2002 season. Junior 
James Kennedy (Summit, 
N.J.) led the team with a 
career-best 19 assists and 
a career-best 42 points. He 
was named the Division I Nike 
National Player of the Week 
by insidelacrosse.com for his 
eight-point performance in the 

15-14 overtime victory over Hartford on Feb. 25 as he 
was the first Crusader to ever win this award. Kennedy 
was also named to the Tewaaraton Award Watch List. 
The award annually honors the top male and female 
college lacrosse player in the nation. This was the first 
time a Holy Cross men’s lacrosse player had been on 
the watch list. Junior John Hannan (Manhasset, N.Y.) 
led the team with a career-best 27 goals, while senior 
captain A.J. Guarente (Gaithersburg, Md.) led the 
team with a career-best 59 ground balls which rank 
ninth all-time for a single-season at the school. Junior 
Matt Ward (Massapequa, N.Y.) was first on the team 
with a career-best 20 caused turnovers. 
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WOMEN’S LACROSSE
The Women’s Lacrosse team 
concluded the 2012 season 
with a 10-8 overall record 
and went 4-2 in the Patriot 
League. The Crusaders’ 10 
overall wins were their most 
since going 13-6 in 2007. 
This was the seventh season 
in program history that the 
Crusaders had won 10 games 
or more. Also their four 
Patriot League victories were 
their most since going 5-0 in 
2007. The Crusaders made 

it to their fifth Patriot League championship game in 
program history as they fell to No. 1 seed Navy. The 
No. 3 seeded Crusaders defeated No. 2 seed Colgate 
by a 13-12 score in the semifinals. Senior captain 
Catherine Furman (Garden City, N.Y.), senior Caitie 
Shea (Port Jefferson Station, N.Y.) and junior captain 
Maddie Carrellas (Middletown, R.I.) were named to 
the Patriot League All-Tournament team. Furman was 
named the 2012 Patriot League Defensive Player of the 
year and earned first team All-Patriot League honors. 
Junior Taylor Zebrowski (Verona, N.J.), sophomore 
Sarah Weber (Summit, N.J.) and freshman Laura 
Ryan (Stirling, N.J.) were selected to the second team. 
Sophomore Sara Hennessey (Winchester, Mass.) led 
the team with a career-best 44 goals which are tied for 
ninth all-time for a single-season at the school. Ryan 
led the team with 50 points, while she was second with 
41 goals. Ryan’s 41 goals and 50 points are the most 
for a Crusader freshman since the 2004 season when 
Patricia Sutton tallied 48 goals and 71 points. Weber 
started in all 18 games as her 10 wins are tied for fourth 
all-time in a single-season at the school. 

MEN’S TRACK & FIELD
The Men’s Track 
and Field team 
f in ished the 
2 0 1 1 - 2 0 1 2 
season with an 
eighth place 
f in ish at  the 
Patriot League 
Championship 
hosted by the 
Crusaders on 

May 4-5 at Hart Track. Seniors Chase Bradford (West 
Bridgewater, Mass.), Dan Altenau (Eastchester, N.Y.) 
and Alex Martin (Sutton, Mass.) earned the top fin-
ishes for the Crusaders. Bradford finished fifth in the 
javelin with a throw of 54.92 meters while Altenau and 
Martin each finished fifth in their respective events. Al-
tenau ran the 3,000 meter steeplechase in a personal 
best time of 9:14.58 and Martin finished the triple jump 
with a distance of 13.72 meters.
Sophomore Ross Davies (Salem, N.H.) qualified for 
the final heat in both the 100 and 200 meter dashes and 
finished eighth in both events with times of 11.15 and 
22.66 seconds, respectively. Of the three relay teams, 
the 4x800 comprised of freshman Trevor Dutton 
(Burlington, Mass.), and sophomores Nick Petsky 
(Manorville, N.Y.), Sam McGrath (Tyngsboro, Mass.) 
and Nick Athanasidy (Cortlandt Manor, N.Y.) placed 
highest with a fourth place with a time of 7.38.83. 
Sophomore Greg Hamalian (West Bridgewater, 
Mass.) and McGrath each recorded personal best times 
with Hamalian crossing the finish line in the 1,500 at 
4:00.28 and McGrath finishing the 800 at 1:54.19.
Holy Cross placed eighth at the Patriot League Indoor 
Championship in Lewisburg, Pa. on Feb. 17-19. Senior 
Chandler Fenner (Virginia Beach, Va.) led the way for 
the Crusaders with a fourth place finish in the 60 (7.04 
seconds) and seventh place finishes in the triple jump 
(13.81 meters) and long jump (6.88 meters). McGrath 
took eight in the 800 (1:57.51) and freshman Mike 
Galasso (Danvers, Mass.) finished eighth in the 400 
with a time of 51.16 seconds. 

WOMEN’S TRACK & FIELD
The Women’s Track and Field team completed the 2011-
2012 regular season as host of the Patriot League Outdoor 
Championship on May 4-5. The Crusaders finished in sixth 
place with 55 points as sophomore Stephanie Okpoebo 

(Chelmsford, Mass.) sprinted 
her way to first place finishes in 
both the 100 (12.00 seconds) 
and 200 (24.74 seconds) meter 
dashes. She was also part of 
the 4x100 and 4x400 relay 
teams which earned 12 team 
points, meaning Okpoebo was 
involved in 32 of Holy Cross’ 55 
points.
Junior Brittany Gorski 
(Tewksbury, Mass.) finished 
second in the 400 meter 
hurdles with a personal best 

time of 1:03.01. Senior Katelyn Hartnett (Danvers, 
Mass.) finished fourth in the 800 with a time of 2:11.58 and 
freshman Julia Levesque (West Simsbury, Conn.), who 
qualified for the 100 meter hurdle final, finished seventh 
overall with a time of 15.61 seconds. Sophomore Amanda 
Waldron (Walpole, Mass.) also set a personal best mark 
in the 5,000 finishing in 10th with a time of 17:49.29. Senior 
Alexandria Culkeen (Beverly, Mass.) led the Crusader 
field athletes with a seventh place finishes in the shot put 
(12.24 meters) and hammer throw (47.63 meters).
The Crusaders finished fourth at the Patriot League Indoor 
Championship in Lewisburg, Pa. on Feb. 17-19. Okpoebo 
and senior Erin Linnehan (Litchfield, N.H.) each broke 
their own school records in the 60 meter dash and 60 
meter hurdles, respectively. Okpoebo set the new mark at 
7.60 seconds and Linnehan finished the hurdles at 8.93 
seconds. Junior Kathleen Brekka (Hubbardston, Mass.) 
finished second in the 1,000 with a time of 2:56.73 and the 
4x800 and distance medley relay teams also took home 
second place. Hartnett finished third in the 800 (2:16.78) 
and freshman Sarah Dahlstrom (Southborough, Mass.) 
finished fourth in the pentathlon. Freshman Fiorella 
Johnson (Redding, Conn.) finished fifth in the 500 at 
1:18.21 and Culkeen also took fifth in the weight throw with 
a distance of 16.14 meters.

MEN’S ROWING
The Men’s Rowing team 
started off the 2011-2012 
season with the varsity eight 
placing first out of 23 boats at 
the Snake Regatta on Lake 
Quinsigamond. The Crusaders 
then posted two top 10 finishes 
at the Head of the Charles and 
then raced versus some of 
the top collegiate teams in the 
nation at the Princeton Chase 
Regatta. The varsity eight raced 

against seven nationally ranked teams in the spring as the 
Crusaders faced No. 13 Columbia and No. 17 Dartmouth to 
open their spring season, followed by No. 6 Navy and No. 
20 George Washington at George Washington Invitational. 
Holy Cross then took on No. 17 Georgetown before racing 
No. 10 Northeastern and No. 18 Oregon State on the 
Charles River. Holy Cross won three of four races versus 
EARC opponent Rutgers, while the Crusaders then swept 
all three races versus Bucknell. The second varsity eight 
posted a strong spring season with four first-places finishes 
with wins versus George Washington, Georgetown, 
Rutgers and Bucknell. The varsity four placed first in the 
petite final earning a seventh overall place finish out of 13 
teams in the varsity four competition at the International 
Rowing Association (IRA) National Championship on the 
Cooper River in Camden, N.J. on June 2. 

WOMEN’S ROWING
The Women’s Row-
ing team started the 
fall season by com-
peting at the Snake 
Regatta on Lake 
Quinsigamond as 
the varsity eight 
placed fourth out 
of 36 boats. The 
Crusaders then 

placed eighth out of 21 boats in the club eight race at the 
Head of the Charles Regatta, while Holy Cross placed third 
out of 16 in the club eight race at the Head of the Schuylkill 
Regatta in Philadelphia. During the spring season, the Cru-
saders placed fourth at the Patriot League Championship. 
The Crusaders’ second varsity eight had a successful spring 

season which included winning a bronze medal at the Pa-
triot League Championship. The second varsity eight also 
had four first-place finishes and one second-place finish 
during the spring. Senior captain Mollie Sydlowski (Ames-
bury, Mass.) and junior Aleks Torres (Saratoga Springs, 
N.Y.) earned All-Patriot League honors. Sydlowski made the 
first team and Torres was selected to the second team. Se-
niors Kate Broderick (West Newbury, Mass.), Beth Char-
ron (Manchester, N.H.) and Jill Sollazzo (Bethlehem, Pa.) 
were selected to the Patriot League All-Academic team. Af-
ter the Patriot League Championship, Holy Cross placed 
second out of 27 teams at the 2012 New England Cham-
pionship on Lake Quinsigamond. The second varsity eight 
and second varsity four each placed second earning silver 
medals, while the varsity eight won bronze by finishing third.

MEN’S TENNIS
The Men’s Tennis team 
completed the 2011-2012 
season with a 4-0 loss to 
Lehigh in the Patriot League 
quarterfinals. The team finished 
the full season with a record 
of 3-9. The Crusaders’ three 
victories this season came 
against Nichols, Assumption and 
AIC as the squad went 2-2 in the 
fall and 1-7 in the spring. 
Sophomores Connor McCann 
(Centerville, Mass.) and Chris 
Brosnan (Garden City, N.Y.) 

tied the team-high in singles victories this season, each 
posting five wins. McCann finished the season with a 5-5 
record as he went 2-0 at No. 4 singles, 0-3 at No. 5 and 3-2 
at No. 6. Brosnan completed his season with a 5-6 record, 
going 1-0 at No. 3, 1-1 at No. 4, 2-4 at No. 5 and 1-1 at No. 6.
Leading the team in doubles action this season was the duo 
of senior Ajeya Shekar (Shrewsbury, Mass.) and junior 
Scot Brownell (Plymouth, Mass.). The two combined for a 
5-7 doubles record, going 2-6 at No. 2 doubles, 0-1 at No. 3 
doubles a perfect 3-0 in tournament play. In three seasons of 
action, the two are a combined 6-17 when playing together.
The tennis team says goodbye to four seniors this season; 
Shekar, Chris Das (Melrose, Mass.), Tim Regan 
(Rockville Centre, N.Y.) and Dan Sheehan (Huntington, 
N.Y.). Combined, the four played in a total of 130 singles 
matches. 

WOMEN’S TENNIS
The  Women’s Tennis team com-
pleted the 2011-2012 season 
with an 11-5 record, earning 
the most number of wins since 
the 2008-2009 team went 10-8. 
They won six straight matches 
during the course of the season, 
the longest win streak for the 
team in over six years of history.
The team says goodbye to five 
seniors, Emma Rudnik (Lake 
Bluff, Ill.), Emily Marr (Jeffer-
son, Mass.), Meaghan Fitzpat-
rick (Hinsdale, Ill.), Jen Daf-

fron (Ramsey, N.J.) and Carolyn Chandley (Worcester, 
Mass.). After posting just two wins as juniors, this year’s 
seniors helped turn the team around, more than doubling 
the number of total wins. Combined, this year’s senior class 
won a total of 29 matches, an average of seven matches 
per season. 
Chandley and Marr, team captains and local products, have 
left their mark on the Holy Cross program. The two have 
combined for 70 wins in singles play, including identical 11 
wins as seniors. They have been double partners for all four 
seasons as well, combining for a 28-13 record when playing 
together. Marr was named the 2012 Patriot League Scholar 
Athlete of the year. Marr’s nod marks the first time in pro-
gram history that a Crusader has won the conference’s top 
academic honor.
Emerging as a top player for the Crusaders in the 2011-
2012 season was freshman Taylor Stathis (Rockaway 
Beach, N.Y.). The newcomer took over the team’s No. 1 
singles spot during the spring season and finished with a 
10-6 overall record, including nine wins and five losses in 
dual matches. Her 10 singles wins ranked second highest 
on the team.



Justin Burrell
Freshman, Men’s Basketball (Dumfries, Va.)

Burrell was named the Patriot League 
Rookie of the Year, in addition to being 
chosen to the Patriot League All-Rookie 
team. He averaged 7.4 points, 3.7 assists 
and 2.0 rebounds per game on the year for 
the Crusaders, while hitting 77.4 percent of 
his free throws. He scored in double-figures 
10 times on the year, in addition to leading 
the team in assists 19 times.  He has been 
named to the 2012 College Insider Mid-
Major Freshman All-America team.

John Colella
Junior, Baseball (Herndon, Va.)

Colella was a first team All-Patriot 
League pick and named the team’s MVP 
for his performances on the mound this 
past season. He led the team and Patriot 
League with 11 total saves, setting a new 
single-season record for the Baseball pro-
gram. The righty broke the Holy Cross 
career saves record and now has 20 saves 
in his career. He completed the 2012 slate 
with a record of 6-1 and boasted a team-
low 2.32 ERA. 

Carly Dominick-Sobol
Senior, Women’s Ice Hockey (Syracuse, N.y.)

Dominick-Sobol ends her career ranking 
first in school history in save percentage 
at .926, third in goals against average at 
1.72 and fourth in both wins (30) and saves 
(896). She also broke the single-season re-
cord in save percentage this season ending 
at .940, and holds fourth in single-season 
goals against average at 1.66. 

Sam Fregenti
Junior, Softball (Melville, N.y.)

Fregenti was named to the All-Patriot 
League second team as the designated 
player and finished the 2012 season the 
team leader in batting average (.307), slug-
ging percentage (.449), on-base percentage 
(.360), hits (39), runs batted in (18) and 
total bases (57). Fregenti broke the Holy 
Cross record for career home runs earlier 
this season against Yale and will return for 
her senior season next year with 19 career 
long balls.

Stephanie Okpoebo
Sophomore, Women’s Track & Field (Chelmsford, Mass.)

Okpoebo was a member of the 4x100-
meter relay team that broke the school 
record this season at the Patriot League 
Outdoor Championship, and earned the 
top finish for Holy Cross in the final meet 
of the season taking second place with a 
time of 47.55. Okpoebo was named the 
Most Valuable Track Athlete as she won 
the 60-meter and 200-meter dashes at 
the Patriot League Indoor Championship, 
and the 100- and 200-meter dashes at the 
Patriot League Outdoor Championship. 

Adam Schmidt
Sophomore, Men’s Ice Hockey (Warrington, Pa.)

Schmidt led the team with a career-best 
18 goals and a career-best 37 points. He 
earned second team All-Atlantic Hockey 
honors. Schmidt was named the Hockey 
Commissioners’ Association (HCA) Na-
tional Division I Player of the Month for 
February and also the Atlantic Hockey 
Player of the Month. He tied for third in 
Atlantic Hockey this season in goals and 
ranked fourth in goals. He was named the 
Team MVP. 

Meredith Ward
Senior, Women’s Basketball (Westerly, R.I.)

Ward was named the team’s captain for the 
2011-2012 season and started at guard in 
all 33 games, averaging a career-best 30.4 
minutes and 6.1 points. Ward notched four 
double-digit scoring outings, highlighted 
by her first career double-double against 
UMass on Nov. 22. As a junior, Ward 
registered a Holy Cross single-game record 
when she went 12-for-12 from the free 
throw line against Quinnipiac. 

Steve Zychowski 
Junior, Men’s Golf (Medham, N.J.)

Zychowski led the team with 75.4 strokes 
average and also led the team in seven 
events. He was named the Patriot League 
Golfer of the Month in October and took 
home the individual medal at the 2010 
NEIGA Championship. He also earned 
first team All-Patriot League accolades as a 
sophomore. Zychowski was named a team 
captain for the 2012-2013 season.
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Crusaders in the Crowd
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Alumni 
Athletes
Reunite
60th Anniversary of 
the 1952 National 
Championship Baseball 
Team
The Baseball team honored the 1952 
National Championship Team on Sunday, 
April 29 by wearing throw back hats em-
broidered with the Holy Cross logo worn 
by the ’52 team.  Ron Perry ’54, who threw 
out the ceremonial first pitch, was joined on 
the mound by teammates Fran Dyson ’53 
and Jack Keenan ’54.

Women’s Basketball 
Alumnae Game
Head Coach Bill Gibbons and his staff 
welcomed back former players and their 
families for the annual Women’s Basketball 
Alumnae Day on Saturday, Feb. 4 as the 
current team played Lehigh. A post-game 
reception for the alumnae and their families 
took place in the Bud Ryan ’41 room.

Men’s Ice Hockey 
Alumni Game
The Men’s Ice Hockey team held its annual 
alumni game on Saturday, Feb. 25. Over 25 
alumni were on hand to play in the game 
and attend a post-game reception as they 
watched the current Crusaders skate to a 
shutout win over Atlantic Hockey rival 
Bentley on Senior Night. 
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Women’s Soccer 
Alumnae Game
The Women’s Soccer alumnae game took 
place on Saturday, April 28 at the Linda 
Johnson Smith Stadium. The alumnae 
proved to be victorious against the current 
team. Following the game, alumnae and 
their families gathered for a post-game 
gathering off-campus.

Football Alumni Game
The Football team held their annual spring and alumni game on April 14 at Fitton 
Field. More thanr 20 former football players dressed for the game as they defeated 
the current Crusader team three touchdowns to one.  Following the spring and 
alumni games, a cookout was held in the Field House for alumni, family and friends 
of the program. 

Field Hockey 
Alumnae Game
The Field Hockey team held its an-
nual alumnae game on Sunday, April 
29 at the Hart Center Turf Field. 
Current and former players and 
coaches enjoyed a scrimmage and the 
alumnae concluded the day with a 
social gathering off-campus.

volleyball Alumnae Game
The Volleyball program held its first 
Alumnae Game under Head Coach Erin 
Cady on Saturday, April 21 in the Field 
House.  With enough alumnae on hand 
to form their own team, the former play-
ers took on the current team in a friendly 
match that went to five sets with the alum-
nae proving to be victorious.
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Crusader Replay

The 1987 Football team posted a perfect record of 11-0 for the first time in the 92-year history of the program and 
achieved its first unbeaten season since the 1937 team went 8-0-2. The Crusaders topped the NCAA I-AA poll for the final nine weeks 
of the season and became the first I-AA team to win four NCAA statistical categories. This team won its second straight ECAC Team 
of the Year title and was led by Gordie Lockbaum, who placed third in the 1987 Heisman Trophy balloting, and Jeff Wiley, who led the 
NCAA with nine different records. 

1987(25 years ago)

1997(15 years ago)

The 1997 Field Hockey squad began the season with five 
consecutive victories and earned the number two seed in the Patriot League tour-
nament with a 4-2 league mark. By defeating Lafayette 2-1 in the championship 
game, Holy Cross captured its first-ever league crown and earned the right to 
host the NCAA play-in game. Despite their loss to Ball State in the NCAA play-
in game, the 1997 team was awarded the ‘Team Award of Excellence’ by the 
Commonwealth of Massachusetts Governor’s Committee on Physical Fitness.


